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WinCity, Hoops tip o�  seasons to great fanfare
Bryce Houchens

Sports Editor

Jerone Morton Ciara Byars

Basketball season is underway and 
with the reigning State Champions 
along with an Elite Eight girls team
taking the � oor, both programs are 
looking to return as the golden standard 
once again. 
WinCity  

� e Cards have began their repeat run 
in style, opening with a 75-46 victory 
on Nov. 29 over Bryan Station. 

� e Cards are 5-0 headed into
Christmas break and two huge holiday 
tournaments.

After winning a state championship it 
can be di�  cult to stay focused night in 
and night out knowing you’re the best 
team in the state. 

Coach Josh Cook wants to make sure 
his players don’t get caught up in any 
distractions that may arise. “We have 
to focus on one game at a time,” he 
said, “and keep our minds focused on 
being the best team we can possibly be. 
We have set big team goals and want 
to keep our eyes focused on the goals 
we can achieve together. It’s all about 
sacri� cing for each other.” 

Coach Cook has an extremely
talented group once again this season. 
He’s returned lots of elite talent and 
leadership that will provide so much 
for this team with players like Jerone 

Morton, Sam Parrish, and the big man 
down low, Trent Edwards. 

“We have � ve guys back that played a 
major part of our rotation,” Cook said. 
“� ey bring championship experience, 
so that helps tremendously because they 
should get it. � ose guys have put the 
work in and improved so much as well.” 

� e Cards lost their starting point 
guard in Aden Slone, along with for-
ward Tanner Walton, which are hard 
shoes to � ll, but Cook has players who 
are stepping up to � ll the gap.

Senior Tyleik Maxwell and junior
Reshaun Hampton have moved into 
starting positions. Maxwell has the 
talent to be very good with his crazy 
athleticism. Hampton has brought his 
three-point shot back to give the Cards 
help on the perimeter.

With another o� season under their 
belt, both have already given the Cards 
more weapons on both ends of the 
� oor. 

Players like JP Gaines and Eli Craig 
have been a big part of giving the team 
more depth. “We will have to replace 
some key pieces that we lost with the 
2022 senior class but our new depth is 
getting better,” Cook said. “I’ve been 
super pleased with the development of 
guys like JP and Eli.”

SEE BASKETBALL, Page 19



Meet your Assistant Principals
With four powerhouse assistant principals,  GRC is impossible to outshine. Let’s get to know them a little better in this Q&A.

If you could describe your average day as an 
assistant principal, what would you say? 

Snell: I spend most of my day serving students and 
staff trying to make their jobs easier. 
Bonfield: I get to work with students, teachers, and 
administrators on curriculum so that we can make 
GRC the best we can be!
Hammonds: Doing anything and everything that 
can help students and staff. 
Loscheider: Working with staff and students to 
ensure that GRC is a safe learning environment for 
all.

Give a piece of advice for students as they grow 
through high school and into life. 

Snell: Be coachable and take advantage of your  
opportunities. Uncoachable people never reach 
their true potential.    
Bonfield: Soak in every second and always be kind.
Hammonds: Take a chance! Make lots of different 
friends from different circles while you can. Don’t 
be selfish!!! Be empathetic and understanding.
Loscheider: Set goals. Crush them. Repeat.
 

What is your favorite part about your job? About 
GRC? 

Snell: Getting to work with kids and helping them 
realize their potential. The best part about GRC is 
the people who work here.  
Bonfield: Spending time with students and  
teachers. GRC has the best culture and atmosphere.
Hammonds: Getting to know the staff and  
students. The people I get to work with day in and 
day out make it a great place to work
Loscheider: Seeing students make a change for the 
better.

How do you demonstrate being “All In” as an 
assistant principal? 

Snell: I try to do whatever it takes to help students 
and faculty members.  
Bonfield: Putting the students’ and teachers’ needs 
first at all times!
Hammonds: Showing up to school and most  
activities to help and serve our students - plus I 
wear GRC Swag!  
Loscheider: By making decisions based on what is 
best for students and staff.

What do you think GRC does better than other 
high schools? 

Snell: Providing opportunities for students to  
succeed. If you want to go to college, we have  
classes that will prepare you for that. If you don’t 
want to go to college, we have avenues through 
ATC and Career and Technical Education classes 
that can help you build job skills in your chosen 
pathway.      
Bonfield: Everything! GRC is the best high school 
in the state!
Hammonds: Everything... Let’s be honest here. 
Loscheider: We strive every day to have something 
for every student here.

If you were a teacher, what class would you be 
teaching? 

Snell: Anything in the math department other 
than statistics.
Bonfield: English.
Hammonds: AP US History and Law and Justice.
Loscheider: Physical Education and Health.

Fantastic Five From Left to Right: Mr. Loscheider, Ms. Bonfield, Head Principal Mr. Keene, Mr. Snell, Mr. Hammonds
Photo By Smoke Signals

Compiled  by Ruthie Houston



GRC’s JROTC women win one-rope bridge nationals, � nish third overall

Absolute rigor. Exceptional 
dedication. Incomparable 
hard work. � ese are just a 
few of words that come to 
mind when describing GRC’s 
nationally ranked JROTC 
Raiders.

To earn a top ranking is 
nothing short of a challenge. 
� ey put in the work in 
countless training sessions 
to improve and prepare for 
competitions. 

Every year, they compete 
in Raider Nationals at Gerald 
Lawhorn Scouting Base in 
Molena, Georgia. � ere are 
over 150 teams from all over 
the country that make it a 
challenging competition. 

Most of their events are 
endurance based, with a lot
of cardio and obstacle
courses.

Senior Commander Aliyah 
Newsome describes it as
extremely tough. “It is all 
about mental stability,”
Newsome says. “You have to 

keep working your hardest 
even though your body is 
exhausted.”

With many underclass-
men joining the group, the 
women’s team started the year 
fairly inexperienced.

“It took a lot to get the 
team ready and prepared and 
to get everybody to actually 
act like a team,” says
Newsome.

All of the commitment 
paid o� . Not only did the 
women come in third place 
overall, but they also won the 
national championship in the 
one-rope bridge competition. 

 “Rope Bridge is such a 
technical event, leaving no 
room for mental mistakes,” 
Newsome re� ects. “I was so 
proud of all the girls. If one 
person would have failed,
we all would have been
swimming in that river.”

� e girls clocked a time 
of 3 minutes, 3.8 seconds to 
take the national title.

LTC � omas Krupp 
points out that of the four 

events that make up the 
competition, the one that 
most de� nes “Raiders” is the 
one-rope-bridge event. “It’s 
a timed crossing of a 90-foot 
river expanse using a single 
rope, three carabiners and 
swiss seats,” he explains. “Like 
a NASCAR pit crew, their 
teamwork led to a � awless 
execution- they absolutely 
� ew over the Flint River that 
morning and MSG Lee and 
I couldn’t have been more 
proud of them.”

� e team includes captain 
Aliyah Newsome and team 
members Monica Crews, 
Lilly Perry, Allie Endricks, 
Bailey Wood, Tara Daniels,

Rori Cooper, Emma Plummer,
Dexter McKenny, Penelope 
McIntosh and Lydia
Lunsford.

GRC’s JROTC is full of 
success with both their teams.

� e men’s team won the 
overall Raider National 
championship last year, but 
with losing some of their best 
members, they were left with 
a title to defend.

� ey ultimately came in 
16th place this year, but that 
hasn’t discouraged their work 
ethic. � ey are now more 
motivated to prove themselves
in future events.

Senior Tate Traugott says, 

“You can’t be down on
yourself after one event. We 
had some miscommunication,
and we saw that it cost us.We  
learned from it and kept 
our heads held high which 
allowed us to perform well in 
the rest of our events.” 

� e Long Knives cap o�  
their season � lled with a new 
understanding of teamwork 
and many life lessons. 

“In these types of events, 
everyone has to communicate 
and trust each other,”
Traugott says. ‘It’s less about 
me and more about us…
knowing that we have each 
other’s backs and having 
someone there to help.”

hayden Cecil
Entertainment Editor

 Men’s Raider Team Women’s Raider Team

women’s Raider Team at Nationals 



Student Y bills and kills at Kentucky Youth Assembly

Speaking in front of 
hundreds of others in a 
crowded room, debating and 
proving your points to the best 
of your ability in front of 
intimidating judges, and the 
dealing with pressure to have 
your bill pass through the
legislative system. � is is KYA.

Members of GRC’s 
Student Y traveled to Louisville 
to experience just this. � ey 
received various awards, some 
individual and some for the 
entire team. 

 � e � rst night of KYA is 
dedicated to debates of why 
your bill should be passed. 
GRC did exceptionally well, as 
both bills were ranked 

outstanding and advanced to be 
voted on. While upperclassmen 
had an unfortunate close vote 
that didn’t make it, the
Lieutenant Governor passed the 
sophomore bill.  

Student Y President 
Marisol Lopez was extremely 
proud of the team.

“I could not be more proud 
of the hardworking team,
especially bill author Josh 
Muse. Josh took home not only 
a passed bill certi� cation, but 
also an outstanding delegate 
award plaque. For his � rst time 
at KYA, he was phenomenal, 
and I am excited to see what 
the future of this club has to 
bring.”

Lopez was also an award 
recipient herself, receiving the 
Outstanding Speaker award.

“Since it was my last year 
attending KYA, I was 
overjoyed with being able to 
have my love of debate and 
speaking showcased at the
conference,” she says.

Supreme Court member 
Emma Hackworth was able to 
appreciate her last KYA as well. 

“KYA and Y Club have been 
important parts of my life for 
six years now,” Hackworth says. 
“It is such a great experience for 
public speaking, meeting new 
people, and I have found my 
love for debate.”

“� rough writing a bill and 
participating in the Supreme 
Court attorney program, I have 
learned so much about how the 
government works and the 
changes our generation wishes 
to see in our great state.” 

KYA is an excellent 
opportunity for students to 
experience what they learned in 
class and can lead to interest in 
careers within government.

It’s reassuring to know that 

GRC students contain this 
knowledge, and are able to 
showcase it at these 
well-established conferences, 
and to win multiple awards.

Daniel Graves
Managing editor

Donating for change: Operation Christmas Child is major success

A shoebox may seem like a 
meaningless Christmas gift for 
almost anyone in the United 
States, but to some kids around 
the world, it’s the only present 
they may ever receive.

Operation Christmas Child 
is a program that allows people 
throughout the world to � ll a 
shoebox with toys and goodies 
to bless underprivileged 
children. Although it may not 
seem like a very meaningful gift, 
the impact is endless.

In 1993, Operation 
Christmas Child was launched 
in e� orts to supply Christmas 
gifts for children in the 
war-torn country of Bosnia. 
Starting in England, the e� orts 
to give relief to these children 

quickly spread to the United 
States and other countries, with 
churches leading the charge.

Starting o�  with a simple 
28,000 boxes, Samaritan’s Purse 
saw the impact these gifts had 
on the children and decided to 
make this an annual event.

Now reaching children in 
war-torn and impoverished 
countries, they have discovered 
that this is one way to help a 
child feel like they have been 
seen.

Even in Winchester, people 
have seen the urgency to give 
those children a humble
Christmas present. GRC’s Beta 
Club and many Winchester 
churches are the main sources 
for donating boxes.

Beta Club was able to 
supply Operation Christmas 
Child with 176 boxes,
shipping them to Atlanta in 
early November.

� at, combined with the 
numerous church locations that 
collected donations, the city of 
Winchester was able to give 
around 300 boxes this
Christmas season.

Having the opportunity to 
contribute Christmas presents 
to kids in over 170 countries 
worldwide, Operation 
Christmas Child has grown 

their program to accommodate 
more than 198 million boxes 
each year. � at is 198 million 
children receiving the only 
present they may ever receive.

 A shoebox may seem 
unexciting, but you may never 
know how meaningful a box 
full of trinkets may be to
someone in need. 

Zach Ross
Multimedia Staff

The Donation Boxes from GRC Students
Photos Submitted

Student Y In front of state capitol at KYA
Photo Submitted



GRC has a case of the bumps!
Staff Editorial

Your car jumps in the air with your body,
causing three annoying seconds of your school day. 
It attempts to make its way over the colossal bump, 
but even as you slow down to a complete stop, it 
struggles. 

Drivers at GRC agree: � e singular speed bump 
right by the exit feels like more of a safety hazard 
than a safety precaution. 

It was a great addition in the fact that it ensures 
safety, but even when your car is moving at a slow 
pace, it’s intimidating to drive on because of the 
harshness of the bump.

Located in one of the most inconvenient
places, the speed bump is harsh in comparison to 
the alternative humps that lead to and from the 
student parking lot.

� e bump was installed to prevent speeding 
down the hill, and there’s a solution that can
improve the speed bump dilemma. We should
replace the speed bump with a speed “hump” like 
the others we currently have. 

� ese speed humps are much gentler. By
modifying the notorious hill-dwelling speed bump 
to one of the asphalt humps, there is less stoppage 
and has a much more pleasant feeling for drivers.

� is proposal’s e� ectiveness can already be
observed, since one of the student parking lot 
humps has been located on a hill for years. It slows 
drivers enough to prevent speeding, while still 
keeping tra�  c running smoothly. 

Currently, you can observe that many drivers 
force one side of their cars to not touch the bump 
at all for a gentler experience, but this gets
dangerously close to hitting cars on the other side.

If this bump were changed to match the humps, 
drivers would no longer feel this need and wouldn’t 
risk grazing other cars. 

� e addition of the speed bump has caused 
much frustration, but frustration that can be
dissolved with the alternative speed hump
option that would be equally e� ective. 

Speeding and safety are obviously concerns, but 
the solution doesn’t have to be such a jarring one. 
With a gentle but e� ective option, an asphalt speed 
“hump” should replace the uncomfortable speed 
bump.

GRC has a case of the bumps!

illustration by Ruthie Houston
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Embrace the diverse you...
Let’s shine through our di� erences

Skylynn Burnam
Multimedia Staff

Can the embellished parts 
of you be a cover up?

Without yielding, how 
often do we truly sit in pride? 
Often enough we believe the 
preferred speck in our eyes 
before we know the true state 
of another’s mind.

Somehow it’s a chore to 
re� ect before we shame the 
things we observe.

Is it easier to become
interested in situations that 
have no personal depth in our 
own lives than to smile and 
keep it moving?

Unfortunately, we quickly
forget how twisted our 
tongues can become. Why 
is it ever so easy to corrupt a 
simple man’s strut?

In middle school when 
my eyes began to follow the 
crowds, I lost myself.

I became arrogant and 
bossy and somehow I landed 
in a new world.

With a blink or even a 
snap, the crown I wore began 
to tarnish. I believed I had the 

right to judge others and had 
no control over myself.

At a young age of seven I 
saw the diverse me. I saw my 
Afro and searched my
appearance in awe and
applauded the roots that 
nourished my crown.

My father and I had shared 
the same coils. I enjoy sharing 
the gift of our � nely kinked 
hair, as this has always been a 
special blessing given to me.

As my truest intentions 
faded throughout the halls 
of � fth grade, I began to be 
confused on the standards of 
my character.

I allowed my surroundings
to take control of my mind 
and this led to guilt and 
ultimate destruction of my 
reputation and my gift of 
diversity.

I began to judge my peers 

and would indulge in gossip, 
keeping me from reaching the 
things I deserved.

Somehow we choose the 
soulful ones in the crowd 
and strip them head to toe 
sometimes even without their 
knowledge.

Who deserves to get 
searched for their outward 
appearance?

It’s shameful that we 
choose to degrade gifts that 
we will never be able to
recreate.

� e man or woman you 
least expect to be great is 
actually as bold as you and 
greater than your negative 
outlook.

Do you stand taller than 
everyone else? Truly what 
rooted this envious spirit that 
we see amongst all of our 
diverse groups.

Earlier in the text I opened 
a portal that had a stench, 
one that I experienced in 
middle school eight years ago 
but it’s so relevant in telling 
this story because our troubles 
began from somewhere.

We all have to backtrack to 
expose the root of our pride.

How come we haven’t
abolished slander? We have 
liberty in America; I thought 
that was something to be 
proud of.

For our rights to be a stage 
that we can all stand on we 
have to understand our true 
selves and undress our own 
embellished parts.

Together beauty can be 
sprinkled all over. � e hope 
that our country birthed in 
the 18th century holds a gift 
that should be shared and 
loved by all. 

Independence is a gift.
Our country’s independence 
is a diverse gift for all if it 
includes love.

I believe accepting the 
“diverse us” has the power to 

inspire another side of the 
American dream.

Our current standard in 
society is corrupting our
present lives and it is 
scheduling an attack on
generations onward.

 Diversity is a gift that we 
can be proud of together. We 
have generations waiting for 
us to make a move in unity.

Children deserve to grow 
up understanding the face of 
diversity, and the importance 
it can share.

Do you think you can 
open your heart to see the 
rainbows in the heart of our 
country?

As Stephen Covey says, 
“Strength lies in di� erences, 
not in similarities.”

Diversity is a gift that we can be proud of
together. We have generations waiting 

for us to make a move in unity.

Smoke Signals accepts letters to the editor from readers.
•    Letters to the editor will be printed in the opinion section.
•    Letters must be signed by the author and verifi ed for publication.
•    Letters should not exceed 300 words.
•    Smoke Signals reserves the right to edit letters for length, grammar, punctuation, and appropriateness.
•    If editing is required, the author will be notifi ed for consent.

Submit letters to Room 227.



THREE!!! The student section roars as the fan 
favorite shoots the ball. Everyone in attendance 
goes insane when it swishes in, but no scream is 
heard over the sound of the Get Rowdy Crew. It 
is simple: Basketball student sections are better. 

Students are closer together and closer to the 
action. Being able to see everything happening 
up close makes the experience one of a kind. 
Watching fellow students suit up and give us a 
show just cannot be beat. 

However, at football games, sometimes you 
can’t even tell what is going on from the crowd. 
Basketball games are right in your face, it’s hard 
to miss a single play.

The amount of games and larger range of 
student section themes also makes it easier for 
students to attend and cheer on our Cards. More 
opportunities allow everyone to come out, not 
just students who can attend on Fridays.

Higher attendance leads to louder and more 
electric sections, especially at the big ticket 

games. Playing a rival 
or a talented team 
guarantees an
enthusiastic crowd.

 Basketball is
always going; even the
timeouts are filled with 
passion from the whole arena. There is never a 
lull in the action.

The constant action keeps the Crew cheering 
until the final buzzer. At football games, many 
students leave after the first half, abandoning 
the spirit and team all together. Supporting the 
team through thick and thin makes for a better 
experience all around. 

Whether it is distracting the opponent on the 
free throw line or even intimidating them with 
noise, the basketball student section can even 
help the team play better. 

It is simple. The basketball section is far 
better than the football section. 

Friday night lights are one of a kind.
Unlike basketball, every Friday at 7:30 is 
truly an event where the whole community 
comes together. 

The student section is also way better 
than basketball games. The themes are
superior, the atmosphere is rowdy, and it’s 
outside which is always a plus. 

While we definitely learned our lesson 
about having paint wars, it’s the best theme 
hands down. There’s no basketball theme 
that can compete with it. They’re also a lot 
more fun, leading people to participate in 
more football themes.

What else is more fun than dressing up 
and hanging out with your friends while 
cheering on the Cards?

When football is winning, they have a 
better atmosphere. When we played our 
rivals, the Montgomery County Indians, 
the section was louder and rowdier than it’s 

been for almost every 
single regular season 
basketball game post 
Covid. 

The most
underrated aspect 
of all is that it’s 
outside. For
basketball games, I personally don’t like the 
way our section is layed out.  We are
boxed in and have obstructed views at
times depending on where we stand. 

Not to mention that the weather outside 
is always cold, which leads to the decision of 
carrying a coat or leaving it and freeze when 
entering and exiting the arena. 

 Football games however take place in the 
fall and offer mostly beautiful weather and 
open air. The student section is just better 
with football and shouldn’t really be that big 
of a debate.

LIAM PARIDO

MULTIMEDIA STAFF

HAYDEN CECIL

ENTERTAINMENT EDITOR

Down, set, let’s get rowdy!Fast breaks over fi eld goals

When the last trick or treater comes to
my house, the Halloween decorations 
immediately come down and the Christmas 
decorations go up.

At my house, Christmas always starts early. 
Whether we start by putting up our tree or 
by simply putting up a wreath, the season has 
begun. 

Christmas is the most wonderful time of 
the year. It is the holiday with the most joy, 
prettiest decorations, and the best music. 
Even the movies surpass all other movies.

The whole season is just filled with 
serotonin. Celebrating Christmas early only 
makes sense. I mean, when does Christmas 
music start playing on the radio? November.

The whole month of October, I wait so 
patiently for Mix-mas to come on the radio. 
Honestly, I’m in a Christmas mindset all of 
Halloween.

As for Thanksgiving, I basically 

consider it a joint 
holiday with 
Christmas mixed in.

Prolonging the
holidays makes for 
longer lasting 
Christmas joy and 
togetherness.

Whether that is
cozying up on the couch to watch The 
Grinch, or enjoying each other on 
Christmas Eve, this season revolves around 
the coming together of family and friends.  

The sights, sounds, smells, and the
atmosphere of Christmas all feel so magical. 
The lights, music, peppermint, and snow are 
like the foundation of the magic. Starting that 
magic a little early never hurt anyone. 

Arguably the most widely celebrated
holiday of the year, Christmas is often drawn 
out for not just weeks, but months, on end.

 Christmas-related ads are released before 
Halloween passes, and Christmas music is on 
many radio  stations starting promptly on 
November 1st.

Although I genuinely appreciate the spirit 
of joy and warmth that Christmas brings, 
the holiday is drawn out so long it loses its 
sparkle. 

Rather than being viewed as a 
holiday, albeit a superior one, it is seen as 
a multi-month mandatory event that often 
brings stress and waters down the positive 
feelings that many associate with the holiday. 

The never ending list of holiday 
parties to attend, gift lists to pore over, and 
plans to make seems to be more of an
obligation than a celebration. 

Although these things are nice, they often 

result in stress that 
dampens down
holiday spirit. 

Outside of just the 
downfalls of extending 
Christmas well 
beyond its means, 
Thanksgiving is a 
great holiday that 
shouldn’t be pushed aside.

November is a time to bring family 
together and eat good food without all of the 
hassle of decor and gifts. It’s also a perfect 
segue into the chaos of the holiday season by 
allowing designated time for relaxation with 
family (plus, it allows you to discuss gift lists 
in person before Black Friday). 

The sparkle of the Christmas season is the 
highlight of the year, and the joy surrounding 
it should not be diminished by excessively 
prolonging the holiday season.

MARISSA GILCHRIST

GRAPHICS EDITOR

MACY DANIEL

FEATURES EDITOR

Christmas time before the turkey No wreaths before the feast



Artistic Alley is an 
“avenue” for artists of all 
genres at GRC to show off 
their work. Students are 

asked to submit their art with 
a title and explain why they 
were inspired to create it.

If you have an art piece, poem, short story, 
or photograph you would like

published, please bring it to Room 227.

“My art is a great way to express myself and to project to the world what’s in 
my mind.  Most of my drawings are inspired by a Polish Artist named 

Zdzislaw Bekinski who paints creepy dystopian artworks.” Thanks to Mrs. Brinker for being so great in working with us,
and to all the artists for allowing us to print their work.

“My art expresses the beauty behind the unusual. It shows 
that things described as weird can still be pretty.”

Emma Muncy, 12
Ceramics 1

Phoenyx Fields, 12 
Ceramics 1

Philip Greer, 9 
Art 1

“Is the person putting a 
mask on or is the person 

taking the mask o� ? I think 
the artwork is up to 

interpretation. My artwork 
might mean something 

totally di� erent to someone 
else, and that’s ok. � is 
artwork represents that 

people are fake.”

Jaylee Patrick, 9
Art 1

“My mask was created with clay and it represents 
the idea of beauty and a blooming person.”



10 things to do in Winter With snow falling and scarves coming out, winter is here 
and ready to be celebrated! Claire Ginter has created a list 
of the Top 10 activities for this winter season!

Go look at Christmas lights. Christmas 
lights are a bright and shiny indicator 
that the Christmas season has begun. 
� e marvelous glow of lights strung in 
glistening patterns creates an atmosphere 
that we only get to truly experience once 
a year. 
Claire’s Choice: A consistent choice for 
amazing displays is the Southern Lights at 
the Kentucky Horse Park. 

1
Make a gingerbread house. With 
bunches of new sets every year, making a 
gingerbread house is never boring. From 
the simplest to the most complicated 
build, there are enough options that there 
is something for everyone. 
Claire’s Choice: Each year, all my cousins 
come together to build a winter 
gingerbread village, so every time I see 
one I am reminded of the joy I get in 
making it every year.  

2
Visit a Christmas tree farm. As 
Taylor Swift says, “Christmas tree farms 
are where dreams come true.” With an 
atmosphere of winter magic, Christmas 
tree farms are a great place to walk around 
and appreciate the season. 
Claire’s Choice: Located in Lexington, 
Nieman’s Christmas Tree Farm 
provides a precious photo gallery on their 
website, showcasing the 
wholesome vibe of the farm. 

3
Enjoy the (possible) snow. In the event 
we do have lots of snow this year, we      
need to make sure we know how to 
properly appreciate it. Making snow 
angels, creating a new and icy friend, 
having a snowball � ght, sledding, or 
having a snow photoshoot are all ways to 
have fun in the cold. 
Claire’s Choice: I LOVE snow, so it is 
hard for me to pick one activity. One of 
my personal favorite things to do is go on 
a walk to see the blanketed landscape.

4

Cuddle up and watch a winter movie. 
Each year, tons of new winter movies 
hit the silver screen. Staying in on a cold 
and snowy night to watch a movie with 
family or friends is such a cozy choice. It 
is a good way to spend quality time with 
loved ones while staying warm in the cold 
months.
 Claire’s Choice: I am a sucker for a 
cheesy Hallmark movie, I could sit and 
watch them all day.

5

Put together a winter playlist. Holiday 
music is a great way to get into the spirit. 
� ere have been studies that show that 
listening to uplifting holiday music has 
both a positive physical and psychological 
e� ect. So go listen!! 
Claire’s Choice: My favorite holiday song 
has to be ‘I Saw Mommy Kissing Santa 
Claus’, the Dolly Parton version, 
obviously.

Compiled By Claire Ginter

6

Go ice skating. Shown in basically every 
holiday movie, ice skating is a must this 
winter season. Whether on a date or just 
with friends, ice skating always produces a 
good laugh. 
Claire’s Choice: Triangle Park is a classic, 
a tried and true place that is a hit every 
year. 

9

Find a new winter hobby. As a result 
of the frigid Kentucky weather, inside is 
where we will be spending most of our 
time. Picking up a new winter hobby is a 
great way to combat boredom. Some new 
hobby ideas include getting into hockey, 
learning how to knit, mastering various 
Christmas crafts, or even doing 
extravagant puzzles. 
Claire’s Choice: � is year, I am trying to 
make as many new recipes as my 
family will try, speci� cally new and festive 
desserts.

7
Make and decorate Christmas 
cookies. Christmas cookies are essential 
to the season. � ey provide a great aroma 
and warm feeling for everyone around. 
Whether they are made from scratch or 
break-and-bake, the feeling and magic 
remains the same.
Claire’s Choice: A classic decorated 
sugar cookie is timeless and one of Santa’s 
favorites.

8

       Give back to those in need. Around 
this time of year, it is extra important 
to help those who are less fortunate. 
� e holidays are a time of giving, and 
giving back to the community 
bene� ts everyone involved. 
Claire’s Choice: Operation 
Happiness takes place every year 
around Christmas time. � ey are 
a food basket program that serves 
around 1,400 families each year.

10



Dear Santa,
 My name is Casen. I am 6 
years old. � is year I have been nice.
I saved my brother from getting 
smacked in the face. I would love an 
Xbox X. � ank you Santa for all
you do. 
Sincerely,
Casen B. 

Dear Santa,
 My name is Walker. I am 7 
years old. � is year I have been nice. 
I helped my mom get ready to cook 
dinner. I would love to have an iPhone 
14. � ank you Santa for all you do.
Sincerely,
Walker D. 

Dear Santa,
 My name is Audrey. I am 6 
years old. � is year I have been nice. 
I helped my mom take care of all the 
babies.
Sincerely,
Audrey F. 

Dear Santa,
 My name is Jackson. I am 7 
years old. � is year I have been nice.
I said thank you to a veteran for saving 
the country. I would love a PS5. � ank 
you Santa for all you do. 
Sincerely,
Jackson H. 

Dear Santa,
 My name is Emmonhi. I am
7 years old. � is year I have been nice. 
I helped my mom clean. I would love a 
unicorn. � ank you Santa for all
you do. 
Sincerely,
Emmonhi H. 

Dear Santa,
 My name is Harrison. I am
6 years old. � is year I have been nice.
I shared my black crayon with
Caramia. I would love a stu� y cat. 
� ank you Santa for all you do. 
Sincerely,
Harrison P. 

Dear Santa,
 My name is Edviannelly. I am 
8 years old this year. I have been nice.
I helped my Mom clean the dishes.
I would love a Nintendo switch.
� ank you Santa for all you do.
Sincerely,
Edviannelly P.

Dear Santa,
 My name is Ava. I am 6 years 
old. � is year I have been nice. I helped 
my sister with the trampoline. I would 
love kids’ makeup. � ank you Santa for 
all you do. 
Sincerely,
Ava S. 

Dear Santa,
 My name is Esmeralda. I am 6 
years old. � is year I have been nice.
I drew a picture for my mom when she 
came back from the hospital. I would 
love a Barbie dream house. � ank you 
Santa for all you do.
Sincerely,
Esmeralda S.

Dear Santa,
 My name is Caramia. I am 6 
years old. � is year I have been nice. I 
helped my mom clean the house.
I would love a horse. � ank you Santa 
for all you do.
Sincerely,
Caramia S. 

Dear Santa,
 My name is Bailey. I am 7 years 
old. � is year I have been nice. I shared 
with my brothers. I would love a stu� y 
cat. � ank you Santa for all you do. 
Sincerely,
Bailey S. 

Dear Santa,
 My name is Elston. I am 6 
years old. � is year I have been nice. 
My dad lost his wallet and I found it 
for him. I would love an Xbox 360. 
� ank you Santa for all you do.
Sincerely,
Elston S. 

Dear Santa, 
 My name is Sawyer. I am 7 
years old. � is year, please forgive me. 
I have been naughty. I talk too much, 
but I have a lot to say. I would love a 
Gamier. � ank you Santa for all you 
do.
Sincerely,
Sawyer S. 

Dear Santa,
 My name is Piper. I am 7 years 
old. � is year I have been nice. I helped 
my daddy � nd his lost Nerf darts.
I would love a Nerf viper strike gun. 
� ank you Santa for all you do. 
Sincerely,
Piper S. 

Dear Santa,
 My name is Morton. I am 6 
years old. � is year I have been nice.
I shared my yellow crayon with Casen. 
I would love a controller. � ank you 
Santa for all you do. 
Sincerely,
Morton T.

Dear Santa,
 My name is Jace. I am 6 years 
old. � is year I have been nice. I took 
out the trash. I would love a new 
phone. � ank you Santa for all you do.
Sincerely,
Jace T. 

Dear Santa,
 My name is Emmy. I am 6 
years old. � is year I have been nice.
I helped my mom take care of Kolton. 
I would love a new game for my 
Nintendo Switch. � ank you Santa
for all you do.
Sincerely,
Emmy W. 

Dear Santa,
 My name is Dominic. I am 7 
years old. � is year I have been nice.
I cooked my little brother an egg.
I would love a wiener dog. � ank you 
Santa for all you do.
Sincerely,
Dominic W. 

Dear Santa,
 My name is Liam. I am 6 years 
old. � is year I have been nice. I helped 
my dad and Ben. I was good for a day. 
I would love a Switch and 4 games. 
� ank you Santa for all you do.
Sincerely,
Liam W. 

From wiener dogs to Nintendo Switches, Mrs. Brownlee’s � rst grade class at 
Shearer Elementary has the best Christmas lists. These � rst graders were
given the task of writing letters to Santa to tell him what they want for Christmas 
and to explain how they have been nice this year. They have done  everything 
from taking out the trash to cooking for their family. These letters are all you 
need to get in the Christmas spirit and are a real treat to read. To see the actual 
letters and a picture of the class, scan the code at the bottom.

SCAN THE QR CODE TO SEE A PICTURE OF 
THE CLASS AND ALL THE HANDWRITTEN 

NOTES IN A PHOTO GALLERY.
Compiled by Addison Baber
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One of the best parts of  
Christmas is spreading holiday 
cheer, and there’s no one out there 
jollier than Chris Burton. 

Santa Chris has been giving kids 
unforgettable memories as Santa 
for 12 seasons now. He’s played 
Santa for country clubs, retail 
events, and much more. 

“My favorite part of being Santa 
is when you are walking into an 
event, children see you and their 
faces light up with delight,” he 
says. “It’s also fun to see adults have 
the same reaction. I mean, it’s not 
every day that you see Santa.” 

Not only does Chris enjoy being 
Santa and bringing joy to the kids, 
but it also brings happiness to Chris 
himself. 

“I have always loved Christmas 
and the wonder and magic that it 
brings,” he says. “Being able to be the 
one who brings that magic to faces is 
magical to me. You never know what 
someone’s day has been like, and I 
know it is up to me to bring them 
out of whatever they
are going through into a moment
or two of pure magic and
wonderment.”

Whether they’re good or bad, we 
all have memories of going to take 
pictures with Santa as children. 

From horri� ed kids to children 
who never want to leave, Chris has 
seen it all. 

“One season I was portraying 
Santa for a large retail store. A family 
came in to have pictures taken with 
me. I knew something was up, as the 
mom was talking privately with one 
elf while the three children were with 
me. I soon learned that one of the 
children was a foster child and they 
were announcing to her on Christmas

morning that she was going to 
become part of their family,” Chris 
recalled as being one of his favorite 
memories.  

“� e children had been told to face 
the camera, and the elf was holding 
a sign behind all of us with the great 
news. � e mom got a large print 
of the picture to present to the girl 
on Christmas morning, with the elf 
holding the sign saying the family 
was adopting her,” Chris continued. 

Some may assume that Chris may 
get sick of Christmas since he is
constantly surrounded by it, but that 
isn’t the case at all.

“Christmas is my absolute 
favorite holiday!,” he says. “My 
grandparents were always big into 
decorating and celebrating the
Christmas season. I remember
growing up around it and how it 
made me feel. I have always wanted 
to keep that spirit alive and share it 
with others.”

Although Christmas is just once a 
year, the memories that come from 
the holiday will last us a lifetime, and 
Chris has contributed to many of 
those cherished memories.

Paige Kleykamp
Features Editor

Santa Chris is comin’ to town

Santa Chris spreads his joy 
throughout the community

Are you a high schooler looking for a job?
 As you enter high school, life seems to get more expensive. Whether it is paying 

your car payment, saving for college,  buying accessories, and endless more, 
high schoolers have more to pay for than they are used to. The most common 
solution for this is the well-known phrase “Get a Job.” In Winchester, there are

a lot more options than high schoolers realize. Here’s a list of a few.
COFFEE SHOPS

Winchester is lucky to have plenty of 
amazing co� ee shops. With Scooters’ 

grand opening not so long ago, they had 
the chance to hire a lot of GRC Students. 

Adyson Shortridge explains, “I got the 
job by applying on the 

Scooter’s website and setting up an 
interview through Zoom with the 
manager.” � is is a great � rst job 

opportunity because it does not require 
any previous barista experience.

 Scooter’s trains you after being hired. 
Shortridge says, “My favorite part when 

it comes to working as a barista is making 
the hot and iced co� ees that we serve.”

KROGER
A job that requires no previous

 experience or quali� cations is Kroger! To 
apply, there is an online application that 

is followed up by an interview and
 orientation. David Wong says, “My

 favorite part of my job is the people I 
work with.” A shift at Kroger would 

include restocking shelves, pushing carts, 
bagging groceries, etc. Wong says it is a 
perfect starter job because “you get to 

learn more skills the right way.”
FAST FOOD

Winchester has plenty of fast food 
restaurants that are open to high school 

employees. Stephen Snow works at 
Cook Out and describes the general fast 

food process of stations. He runs any 
station at Cook Out including “the fry 
station, the board, the grill, milkshakes, 
the lobby, and the drive through.” He 

says, “It is a great environment. 
Everyone makes it fun to come to work.” 
Snow explains his process to get his job, 

“I started by submitting an
 application and then getting 

interviewed. � en, the � rst day I came 
in, I got trained.” You do not need any 

prerequisites to apply.
LIFEGUARDING

What is more perfect for a summer job 
than lifeguarding? Hunter Cooper 

describes the job as laid back, with the 
occasional “telling a kid to follow the 

rules or clean up a mess.” Being a 
lifeguard requires a certi� cation test of 

protocols and physical requirements, but 
it is still a great � rst job. Cooper

states,“My favorite part was getting to
hang with the other guards. � ey were 

chill and made the job really fun.”

MALCO
Malco � eatre is a di� erent scene than 

most workplaces. It is a great � rst job for 
students because there are no 

prerequisites or experience required to 
apply. Cast Member Erin Yates states, “I 
applied for my job online and was called 
a couple days later to have an interview.” 

� e job mostly includes “selling and 
preparing concessions,” Yates explains. 

“My favorite part of my job is my 
coworkers and the constant smell of 

popcorn.” If you love movies or buttery 
popcorn, this is a great place to work!

SOCCER REFEREE
Being over 13 and earning a referee 

certi� cation are the only requirements
 for the Winchester Youth Soccer League 

at Kroger Fields. With the 
ability to make your own hours and level 
of di�  culty, this opportunity is perfect 
for busy high schoolers. Julia Lopresti 

says, “My favorite part is
 teaching young kids how to play.” 

Re�  ng soccer is a great way to serve your 
community and learn new skills.

LOCAL BUSINESSES
Being a small town, Winchester is not 

short of local businesses. To apply, most 
businesses can be contacted directly with 

your interest. Riley Williams works at 
Beech Springs and describes her typical 

day as “answering questions about 
di� erent types of produce and local 

events taking place.” Local 
businesses have various prerequisites and 

training that can include food
 handler’s certi� cation, cashier training, 

a drivers license, etc. � ese businesses are 
great assets to get to know your
 community and stay involved.

PAID INTERNSHIPS
If you have speci� c interests in a career, 
a paid internship is a great option to get 
into a � eld. Finding internships requires 

more individual action to � nd and 
contact to learn the prerequisites and how 

to apply. Mason Boley interns at the 
Rowland Arts Center and does 

everything from running errands, 
printing checks, planning activities, etc. 
“We do a lot of fun activities and I get to 

make an impact on kids lives.” 
Internships are the best way to gain career 

experience. 
Compiled by Ruthie Houston



Senior Hunter Cooper continues to stay ‘fearless’

Back in 2017, Hunter 
Cooper’s world was � ipped 
upside down when he was 
diagnosed with leukemia, 
a cancer of the body’s 
blood-forming tissues, 
including the bone marrow 
and the lymphatic system.

Hunter was preparing 
to start out a new school 
year as an incoming middle 
schooler, but instead he was 
faced with the battle of a 
lifetime. 

Today, Hunter is 
thriving. 

Now that he’s a senior, 
he re� ects on all the 
challenges he has overcome 

and how all that he has 
been through has impacted 
him. 

“Over the years with my 
experiences I’ve realized
that every day is truly a 
blessing,” Hunter says. 
“Even some things I took 
for granted, like school, has 
been a blessing for all the 
memories I made here.”

While Hunter has been 
re� ecting on his past, he 
has also started to plan for 
the future.

“I plan on attending 
Morehead for college and 
after that completing a 
doctorate for physical 
therapy,” Hunter says. 

Many � nd Hunter’s
unstoppable attitude 

admirable. � e comeback 
he has made is inspiring, 
and he has not struggled 
at all to make amazing 
memories and pick up new 
hobbies.

“During my treatment
I struggled a lot with 
weakness,” he explains. “Once 
I was done with treatment 
I didn’t want to feel weak 
anymore. � is brought 
me to the gym and got me 
interested in working out. 
Since then, I’ve worked 
out consistently for about 
a year and a half now and 
I don’t see myself stopping 
anytime soon.”

Hunter’s mother, Amy, 
has gotten the privilege of 
watching Hunter grow into 
the strong individual he is 
today. 

“I feel like the many 
health challenges and 
setbacks he’s faced have 
given him a little di� erent 
perspective on life,” she 
says. “Being faced with a 
life-threatening illness, you 
quickly learn what things 
are truly important, and 
what things are not.”

Mom says Cooper has 
learned “not to sweat the 
small stu� .”

“I feel like he has a
deeper appreciation now 
for all of God’s blessings 
in his life,” she continues, 
“and a tenacity to keep 
reaching for his goals, even 
when life throws curve 
balls.”

Hunter will be � nishing 
out senior year stronger 
than ever and his story will 
continue to inspire many. 

“For anyone going 
through hardship, 
whatever it may be, you 
have to � nd hope,” Hunter 
says. “I  personally found 
hope in my faith and my 
relationship with Jesus but 
you have to � nd hope in 
some way.”

Paige KleyKamp
Features Editor

On June 29, 2017, Cooper began 
his cancer battle.

He inspired the entire community 
with his anthem, “Fearless at the foot 

of the cross.”

Now a Senior, Cooper has lived
cancer free for three years.

Cooper still uses his 
experiences to learn and grow. 

“Over the years with my experiences I’ve realized
that every day is truly a blessing.”   -Hunter Cooper



FFA’s FFantastic FFearless AAdvisor 

� e FFA is easily one of 
GRC’s most important and 
prominent organizations.

With all the events that 
take place, chaos would be 
sure to ensue without a leader 
to pull some strings.

Ms. Pigg is that leader,
and she tackles a lot more 
than simply leading one of 
GRC’s programs. 

Pigg teaches eight di� erent 
classes at GRC, four being 
in pathways, creating a very 
busy schedule during the 
school day as a teacher.

“It’s really fun; it might 
be overwhelming to have 

so many di� erent preps but 
each class is di� erent so I’m 
shifting gears constantly,” she 
says. “� at’s the bonus. Each 
class is di� erent and they’re 
learning something new.” 

� e Future Farmers
of America is one of
GRC’s most prominent
organizations, and Pigg
plays a large role in why
it is so respected.  

“FFA is more of a family,” 
she says. “Our students
become really involved and 
it’s a lot of extra work. We 
have a lot of opportunities 
that they wouldn’t get
otherwise.”

Involvement in FFA may 
be hard work but it comes 

with bene� ts. “If we didn’t 
have our organization, we 
couldn’t get to travel, they 
wouldn’t go to the leadership 
conferences, etc., so it really 
bene� ts students,” Pigg says. 
“� at’s why I like being the 
advisor of the FFA so much.”

Being the leader of FFA 
comes with organizing a lot 
of community events. In 
October, Ms. Pigg was 
responsible for the FFA’s 
role in the community-wide 
“Trunk or Treat” that was a 
major success.

Most recently, Pigg
organized the FFA’s
� anksgiving Baskets,
providing a holiday meal
for 85 families.

”It’s important to be very 
involved in our community
and give back,” she says. “� at’s
what the � anksgiving 
baskets did. We asked the 
school to help with us in a 
conjoined e� ort, and we also 
ask some businesses to donate 
money. With that we buy the 
turkeys and items are also 
donated from the school. We 
couldn’t give 85 families with 
students in CCPS an entire 
� anksgiving meal without 
the community.” 

GRC is thankful for
Ms. Pigg and her unwavering 
dedication and commitment 
to bettering the school and 
the community.

“I love my job because it’s 

all about students,” she says. 
“I can have a student all four 
years where in classes like 
English they don’t get that 
necessarily. I love watching 
them grow and giving them 
opportunities so that they can 
expand their horizons.”

Daniel Graves
Managing editor

Do It All Dixon: The Ultimate Coach

“Renaissance man” – a phrase 
that does not do Dodd Dixon 
justice. Lawyer and former
mayor of Winchester, Dodd 
Dixon does it all.

Dixon is the coach of eight 
di� erent programs at GRC, on 
top of his full-time job. 

“I want to provide kids with 
opportunities I didn’t have,” 
says Dixon. “I coach all of these 
teams because these kids deserve 

a chance to do what they want 
and be successful in it.”

Dixon began his long career 
of coaching in 2001. Since then, 
he has taken on more and more 
jobs so GRC students have a 
chance to compete.

“Seeing kids having a healthy 
lifestyle,” he says, “whether that 
comes physically or mentally is 
a big deal for me – being able to 
give kids a love for an activity 
that is good for them.” 

Dixon started coaching GRC 

track in 2004. “After that, it 
took o� ,” he says. “I started 
picking up di� erent teams
because of my interests and what 
I wanted to do for the kids.”

 Dixon now coaches both 
boys and girls cross country, 
boys and girls track and � eld, 
boys and girls bowling, speech 
and debate club, and chess club. 

“I ended up falling in love 
with cross country,” says Dixon. 
“It is my most successful 
activity, so that would have to 
be one of my favorites to coach.” 
� is year he led the boys team 
and a handful of girls to a state 
quali� cation.

“It is a great thing seeing my 
kids continue to the collegiate 
level,” he said. “It gives me a lot 
of joy to see them make it there, 
knowing I helped them get 
there.” Twenty-two athletes

have gone on to compete at a 
collegiate level under Dixon’s 
coaching and more are to come.

He recalls one of his favorite 
memories being the � rst time 
the girls cross country team 
quali� ed for state in 2008.
Since then, he has coached
20+ teams to state quali� cation.

Dixon’s other teams are also 
currently active. “� e chess 
team has been consistent when 
participant numbers are high, 
but we’re still looking for new 
members every day,” Dixon 
explains, “� e speech and 
debate team is in the same boat 
as the chess team. We are 
currently searching for more 
kids to participate.” 

Bowling is Dixon’s most 
recent adventure. He took over 
the coaching position a few years 
ago. � e season is underway 

with more matches scheduled 
after the break. 

Dixon has been a role model 
for students for more than 20 
years and has brought a great 
amount of success to GRC.
“I like turning on a light bulb in 
kids and showing them they can 
be more than what they thought 
they could,” he says.

Dixon balances his many 
positions very e� ectively; 
however, juggling multiple 
teams doesn’t come easy. “I have 
a very strong support team of 
assistant coaches and leaders,” he 
says. “I would not be able to do 
this without the army of people 
who do a great deal of work to 
keep us going.”

Dodd Dixon is nothing short 
of a miracle man, always making 
students and athletes the best 
versions of themselves.

Liam Parido
Multimedia Staff

Mrs. Pigg shows her school 
spirit with the cardinal. 

Coach Dixon, right, with state qualifying xc team



THE MONARCHS 

Josh Wilson, Junior

� e Suns have great chemistry with 
some of their players, each one 

playing with each other in the past. 
Keaton Gray plays as a quick point 
guard for their team. Cadan Spicer 

is a great shooter for the team, 
knocking down 3s with ease.

Ethan Crowe and Bobby 
Hampton are extremely tall 

players, both players being over 
6’2”, helping them score in the 

paint. � is team is all-around an 
amazing match for the other great 

teams in the league this year.

THE SUNS

Josh Wilson, Junior
teams in the league this year.Bobby Hampton, Junior

� e Comets are an extremely tall 
team. Sam Steele should be their 

point/shooting guard, being able to 
move the ball around. Andrew Jirak, 
Hudsen Bishop, and Dallas Hall are 
tall post players, able to easily score 
over most people because of their 

height and strength. Expect this team 
to rebound well in the paint, and 
score easily through lob passes to 

the post. Before you play this team, 
strategize ways to compete with their 

post lineup.

THE COMETS

Dallas Hall, SeniorDallas Hall, Senior

Written and Complied by Joby Mitmesser

Upward 40391 ready for a competitive season
The Upward Basketball games started Dec. 3 and will continue to play throughout January and February. 

The end of February presents the Upward High School Basketball Tournament, where all the teams will face o�  in a 
knockout bracket situation, until a winner is victorious. Here are 4 teams that are predicted to perform well. 

� eir team consists of amazing speed, 
agility, and endurance through their 

guards: Hayden Cecil and Liam Parido. 
� ey will push the ball up the court with 

pace on fast breaks, so be prepared for 
their quick o� ense. � ey have an 

extremely solid defensive player, Josh 
Wilson. With amazing speed and 

patience, he can easily guard some of the 
quickest players in the league. � ey have 
Robert Charles playing as a big man to 

post up near the basket and score. � is is 
a solid team with speed and height, 

de� nitely one to keep an eye on 
throughout the season. 

� is team has great point guards 
with Clay Turley and Zach 

Brookshire. � ey are very strong 
on the ball, and love to drive into 
the post to shoot or dish the ball 
to other players for shots. � ey 
have powerhouse post players, 
Wade Richardson and Chase 

Hatton. Be prepared for a tough 
battle with this team. � ey are 
destroying players in the paint 

while passing around the defense, 
opening shot opportunites.

THE MERCURY

ZACH BROOKSHIRE, JUNIORZACH BROOKSHIRE, JUNIOR opening shot opportunites.ZACH BROOKSHIRE, JUNIORZACH BROOKSHIRE, JUNIOR

Keep your guard up when playing these teams. Each team has attributes to help them win 
the game. But every team that has a strength also has a weakness.
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Back in the swim of things 

“Take your mark…” You’re 
on the block, ready to dive into 
the freezing water. You glance to 
your side to see your 
competition, ready to give it 
your all to beat them and 
improve your own personal 
record. All you’re waiting for 
is the loud beep to start of the 
race. � at’s when the pressure 
begins. 

� e GRC swim season is 
underway in Clark County. 

With a variety of expectations 
awaiting them, the swimmers 
are excited for the rest of the 
year and what it has in store. 

While still early on in the 
season, the team already has 
the feeling that this year will be 
special.

“� is should be a fun season 
based on the beginning,” says 

sophomore Libby Taylor. “It is 
going very well for the team.”

Furthermore, Coach
 Ashleigh Richardson � rmly 
believes in the team’s ability to 
succeed.

“� e season is going better 
than I expected… I am already 
seeing improvements in their 
stroke technique and their times 
are re� ecting that,” she says. 

� e team has grown 
tremendously in number from 
last year with many more 
students wanting to swim. 

� is growth has positively 
impacted the team and will
in� uence their year. Multiple 
members of the team credited 
the new swimmers to helping 
grow the team.

“� e team is thriving,” says 
senior Riley Williams. “We have 
grown in number and strength. 
I’m really proud of my team.” 

Swimmer Sean Rogers added, 
“� e season is going well as the 
new people who have joined are 
learning really quickly.” 

Coach Richardson is
especially proud of the amount 
of people on the team this year 
and their ability to unite with 
one another. 

“My favorite thing about this 
team is we have a wide variety of 
students on the team,” she says. 
“Even though they participate 
in di� erent extracurricular 
activities outside of swimming, 
we all are one big family when 
we are at the pool.”

Looking forward into the 
season, many expectations have 
been set for the team. 

“For the rest of the season,
I expect us to continue to drop 
time and show up to swim
no matter the size of the
competition,” says Richardson. 

“One goal I have for this year 
is for our women’s 200 medley 
and 200 freestyle relays to
qualify for the state
championships in February.”

Taylor added, “I’m hoping 
to go to state again with more 
people on the team. It was really 
fun last year and everyone has 
improved.” 

While these expectations 
have been set and the pressure 
will be felt by the swimmers, the 

team’s love for the sport, along 
with their desire to see their 
teammates succeed, is what 
keeps them returning to the 
pool. 

With the season underway, 
there is a lot to look forward to 
this year. With the new 
swimmers, the amount of 
improvement taken place, and 
just their love for the sport, this 
could be a special season for 
everyone on the GRC Swim 
Team. 

Clay Turley
Multimedia staff

Soaring high above their 
competition, the Cardinal 
cheerleaders have had a very 
successful competition season 
so far.

On Nov. 19, the squad 
made their way to Rupp
Arena, competing in the 
UCA regional competition in 
which they placed second.

Along with their second 
place winnings, they also 
earned a bid to nationals.

“� e biggest competition 
we are preparing for after 
state is nationals in Disney,” 
says junior Amelia Jones. 

Nationals this year takes 
place in Walt Disney World 
on Feb. 10-12. But before 
that, the cheerleaders must 
face the obstacles of state 
competition.

When Smoke Signals went 
to press on Dec. 9, the squad 
was preparing for KHSAA 
state competition held at 
GRC on Dec. 10.

With region and state 
behind them, all the focus 
now is on cheering games and 
preparing for nationals.

“� e biggest obstacle they 
face is nerves and believing in 
themselves,” says Coach 
Jerrica Whitaker. “Cheerleaders
only get 2.5 minutes to show 

what they have worked on all 
year long.”

Working as a team to 
perfect their routine is vital in 
earning a high score. Without 
teamwork, the squad could 
face inconsistency and inju-
ries.

“We all have to work
together and be there for one 
another to be able to do the 
things we want when it comes 
to competing,” says Megan 
Lawson. 

With their focus on
competing, the Cardinal 
cheerleaders are ready to take 
to the skies.

Zach Ross
Multimedia Staff

Red, black, and white; come on Cards, let’s � ght! 

GRC Swim competing at State Last Season
Photo Submitted

GRC has qualifi ed for nationals at Disney



•Basketball season has tipped o�  and looks promising
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1 

Not only will the Cards play in the 
King of the Bluegrass tournament, 
they will also travel to Myrtle Beach 
for the Beach Ball Classic over the 
holiday break. 

Both will provide quality
competition for the GRC Cardinals 
that will prepare them for postseason 
play down the road.   

Cook is excited about his team this 
year and thinks they have a chance 
to be special once again. “I really like 
our team,” he said. “We truly have 
some special players and leaders. I 
believe we can chase the dream once 
again if we can remain humble and 
continue to improve.”  

It is extremely di�  cult to win 
back-to back championships no 
matter what level of play it is. It’s an 
opportunity this team would love 
to have and something you almost 
never see. It will be a long season, but 
the Cardinals are rolling in with the 
chance to make history once again. 

“Our leadership will be critical to 
help with the challenges ahead but I 
believe in our guys,” Cook says.

“We will have some struggles with 
our loaded schedule but in the end 
we have an opportunity to chase 
championships once again.” 

Hoops 
After last year’s unfortunate loss 

to Sacred Heart in the Elite Eight, 
Coach Robbie Graham and his 
Cardinals look to begin another 
historic season and return to the state 
tournament. With the talent that 
has returned, a run for the state title 
begins now. 

� e Lady Cards were tested early 
playing Rowan County on Nov. 28, 
a team who lost in the 16th Region 
championship last season, and a good 
Mercy team who lost in the 9th
Region championship last year.  

Hoops began the season with a win 
over Rowan, beat the Warhawks of 
Great Crossing, then came up short 
against the state’s No. 3 team, Mercy, 
65-53. It’s early enough in the season 
to get things together. 

� ey bounced back Dec. 7 with 
an impressive win over Ryle, a top 
15 team, and another over Madison 
Central to improve to 4-1 headed 

into the break.
� e Cards will 

travel to Florida 
over the holiday 
break for the Tampa 
Bay Christmas
Invitational, a 
tournament packed 
with good teams.

Everyone should 
go ahead and mark 
their calendars for 
Feb. 7 when Sacred 
Heart will come to 
GRC Arena. 

� e schedule is anything 
but cupcakes for Coach 
Graham’s squad, which will 
prepare them for a deep 
postseason run. 

Graham and his players 
are ecstatic for this season 
and can’t wait for the test 
that is ahead of them. “Our 
goals are always to be the 
number one seed in the 
district, win the district 
tournament, win the region, 
make it to Rupp and try to 
stay around for a few days,” 
Graham said.

GRC lost a huge presence
from down low in Tyra
Flowers. She was there to 
grab rebounds, play stellar defense, 
and rule the paint.

“Not only did we lose Tyra, we also 
lost a post
presence in Amber Miller as well as 
guard Asj Garrard,” Graham said. 
”Tyra was more than just a
presence down low. She was one of 
our top defenders, handled the ball 
for us, and led us in assists.”

� e return of the Byars sisters are a 
big part of � lling gaps from last year. 
Both have returned as All-Region 
players from last year. 

� ey’ve also returned senior sharp 
shooter Trinity Gay, who will
provide a tremendous amount of help 
from outside the paint.

Eighth grade guard Kennedy 
Stamper not only can run the point 
e� ectively, but is extremely good
on defense and forces all sorts of 
turnovers.  

� e presence of the Byars sisters 
gives the Cards a dominant force that 
other teams just don’t have. Coach 

Graham is extremely excited to see 
what all they can do this year.

“Brianna and Ciara are extremely
important pieces to our puzzle,” he 
said. “� ey both do so much on the 
court and have very high basketball 
IQ. � ey both have room for
improvement and growth. � e
ceiling is very high for Bri and CiCi.”  

Coach Graham and his teams have 
always had a tough draw for the state 
tournament, making it di�  cult to 
make it to the weekend games.
� is may just be the year it � nally 
happens. 

� e talent is there, especially on 
the defensive end. It’ll be a long 
season, but one that Graham and his 
team can’t wait to attack.  

“Our team is athletic, tough, and 
has some depth,” he says. “� e
schedule is a gauntlet which will
prepare us for the postseason. We 
want to win the last game!”  

Coach Josh Cook

Coach Robbie Graham

Story by Bryce Houchens
Photos by Smoke Signals



The holiday season in 30 seconds

Compiled by Lily Franklin
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Students and teachers were given the challenging task of drawing their 
best holiday items in only 30 seconds. Take a look at their attempts.

Reindeer Christmas tree Gingerbread man Snowman

Mr. Cunningham
Teacher

Mrs. K
Teacher

Mr. Vogler
Teacher

Coach Cook
Teacher

Maddox Schureman
12th

Sofi e Blair
12th

Santiago Guerrant
9th

Yesenia Anderson
11th

Phoenix Sisler
10th

Zaniyah Strode
11th

Diana Rueda-Mendez
9th

Leah Steward
11th

Olivia Sandlin
10th

Philip Greer
9th

Savannah Sparks
10th

Teddy Bunfi ll
12th

Compiled by Allie Randall



Recliners for all my students (and 
myself ) instead of desk chairs. We 
could get so much done!
Mrs. Mobley

Santa, thank you for � xing the lights 
in the 200s. Now the students can see 
the projection screen! And Santa, if 
it’s not too much trouble, could you 
reduce the amount of standardized 
tests our students are required to 
take? Also, could you reach down 
into that over� owing bag of 
Christmas cheer, where you get all 
the nice toys for all the girls and boys, 
and pull out a raise for teachers this 
year? 
Mr. Foudray

If Santa visited my classroom, I’d ask 
for at least two more bookshelves 
� lled with books for every interest. 
� at way, no student could say they 
have nothing they want to read 
during silent reading!
Mr. Wells

I would ask for GRC to be renovated 
to be more fun...gotta head down to 
the auditorium? Tube slide. Need to 
cross the courtyard? Zip line.  Mouth 
o�  to a teacher? Fireman pole straight 
into Mr. Snell’s o�  ce. Need to check 
out a chromebook? First you must 
� nd one at the bottom of the ball pit. 
Ms. Lynch

I would love to have unlimited access 
to any book I want to read! :)
Mrs. K

I would ask for a milk frother, some 
Ghirardelli chocolate and banana 
syrup to make Hot Monkeys every 
morning. What a wonderful way to 
start each school day! 
Mrs. Prater

A new board game! 
Ms. Hynes

I would ask for a water cooler that 
NEVER runs out so I don’t have to 
go to the front o�  ce to re� ll my 
water, and the students can re� ll 
theirs (the water fountain water tastes 
weird). OR for 4 fans (one for each 
corner of the room) for when it gets 
super hot in my classroom and the 
students (and me) are dying.
Ms. Workman

Tickets for a west coast sight-seeing 
train ride.
Mr. Lawwill

I have always wanted to have a rock 
climbing wall in my classroom/gym!
Mr. Vogler

I would like to reply for MSG Lee:
All he wants is a big bowl of Momma 
G’s banana puddin’.
LTC Krupp

Well, of course I want world peace 
and happiness for friends and 
family, but if you are looking for 
further suggestions, may I please have 
a commercial grade espresso machine 
so that I can keep properly 
ca� einated? If you still have room,
a Jeep, any color.  And a puppy.
I like puppies.
Mrs. Murphy

If Santa were to visit my classroom, 
I would ask for bowling pins for my 
bowling balls.
Mrs. Baber

I’d like a pumpkin spice latte, 
please dear Santa!
Mrs. Kohler

I would ask for a phone jammer 
(even though they are illegal) to keep 
students o�  of their phones in class.
Mr. Tafoya

A new iMac, because they’re amazing. 
Mrs. Mills

Students that simply hand me 
tornados instead of hiding them in 
weird places.
Ms. Clevenger

Santa, please bring me a robotic 
assistant to manage ALL of my 
non-academic teaching duties!
Mr. Johnson

A classroom support dog. 
Mrs. Dotson

I would ask for all the sleep I can get 
before our baby, Owen, is born! 
Mr. Cook

I would love for all of my walls to 
become � oor to ceiling whiteboards, 
and for thousands of colorful 
whiteboard markers. Math is more 
fun when you get to write on the 
wall in pretty colors, right!?
Mrs. Greenwell

If Santa were to come to my 
classroom, I would ask him for a 
Nespresso Machine so I can make 
fun TikTok co� ees at home!!
Ms. Moon

I would ask Santa for a mini horse. 
I would name him Wesley and he 
would live in the house. I would train 
him to wake me up in the mornings 
and use a toilet. I would take him 
to festivals and community events 
so little kids could pet him. I would 
create an Instagram for him and do 
TikToks of all his antics. He would 
become a local celebrity, but I’m sure 
it wouldn’t go to his head.
Ms. Lewis

Grippos.
Mrs. Crosby

and for thousands of colorful 
whiteboard markers. Math is more 
fun when you get to write on the 
wall in pretty colors, right!?
Mrs. Greenwell

If Santa were to visit your classroom, what gift would you ask for?

compiled by Allie Randall



What does your family leave for Santa?
Chocolate chip cookies, milk, and an Ale-8.

- Sam Steele, 11th
Dehydrated apple slices and kombucha.

-Mason Boley, 12th
Chocolate chip cookies, milk, and carrots!

- Carrington Co� ey, 12th
Sugar cookies and eggnog.

- Wade Harris, 12th
Homemade Rice Krispie treats.

- Libby Taylor, 10th
A cookie, milk, wishlists, reindeer food, and carrots.

- Maddie Goeing, 11th
Oreos and chocolate milk.

- Josh Muse, 10th

What is your favorite Holiday tradition?

Hanging a pickle on the tree to see who can open gifts � rst.
- Ben Fulks, 10th

My family makes cookies, puts them in tins, and sends them to those in 
need as an act of kindness.

-PK Vogel, 11th
Dressing up as Santa and giving my little cousins their presents on 

Christmas Eve.
- Weston Anderson, 11th

Making gingerbread houses with my whole friend group.
- Wade Johnson, 9th

Finding the craziest Christmas tree, then taking it home to decorate.
-Silas Coogle, 11th

Going to my friends’ houses to show each other our gifts.
- Chase Holloman, 12th

Opening presents and celebrating with my family.
- Mahni John, 10th

Opening one present on Christmas Eve.
-Camden Raney, 9th

What is the best thing to do on snow days?

Driving my ATV around the farm to drift on ice.
- Charlie Castle, 11th

Going skiing. It is so fun going down snowy hills.
-David Wong, 12th

Making snow angels to enjoy the fresh snow.
- Jessica Powell, 12th

Sledding and building snowmen with my family. 
- Josie Sherman, 10th

Doing donuts in my truck on the ice.
- Cooper Varner, 12th

Taking my dogs to sled down a hill.
- Shai Scarboro, 11th

Making snow cream because it is so good.
-Annie Lucas, 10th

Staying inside and watching movies.
-McKinley Hacker, 10th

What is your New Year’s Resolution?
Focusing on my mental health.

- Abby Horn, 10th
Keeping a positive attitude and my grades up.

-Megan Lawson, 11th
Enjoying every second of high school because it goes by so fast.

- Sydney Ely, 10th
Get straight As and pushing myself in soccer.

- Levi Ross, 9th
Making the most of my time at home before I leave for college.

-Leland Gilkison, 12th
Drinking more water every day to help myself.

-Emma Hackworth, 12th

Strengthening myself mentally and physically.
-Evan Taylor, 10th

Compiled by Daniel Graves and Ruthie Houston



Check out our Socials!

SmugMug:
grchs.smugmug.com

Instagram:
@grcsmokesignals

Twitter: 
@GRCnewspaper

Facebook:
@GRC Smoke Signals 
    Student Media

Online:
grcsmokesignals.net

Vimeo:
https://vimeo.com

Student News Source:
� e Student News Source app is a direct plug to our Student News Online 
(SNO) website. On our website, you can � nd stories, reviews, hype videos, and 
more! To stay connected with all things Smoke Signals, download the app in the 
app store or by using the QR code below, and search George Rogers Clark High 
School within the app. 

Note: Some sites/apps are blocked on the school network.



Good luck in the holiday tournaments!Good luck in the holiday tournaments!
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