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We have looked so forward to welcoming students back to in-person instruction. 
It’s been a long several months with much uncertainty, frustration, and concern.

We are committed to making your back-to-school experience as positive as possible 
but school will look, feel, and operate differently than ever before. Please be patient and 
understanding as we work together to make this unexpected and historic school year the 
best it can be. We pledge to always make decisions that put health and safety first even 
as we reach with hope for some sense of normalcy.

This document was compiled by a group of our students. It was their idea and their pro-
ject. They asked the questions and we answered them the best we could with what we 
know now. We hope this helps you better see our perspective and better understand that 
school as we know it has been turned upside down and so have we.

We eagerly anticipate once again seeing our building filled with students. One thing is 
certain: GRC is not GRC without our students.



What will be the biggest difference 
in school when students return?

One of the most meaningful 
aspects of education in the 
United States is socialization.

When you graduate high 
school, you’re employable for 
the most part, but the ability to 
interact with different types of 
people is a necessary skill that 
can only be developed through 
socialization. And we are going to 
be highly limited on that.

Any gatherings for socialization 
are not allowed. We are sorry 
about having to take that away 
because it’s an important part of 
the high school experience.

What will arrival to school look like?
When they arrive, students will 

enter either through the front 
(bus riders) or the auditorium 
doors (drop off and student 
drivers), and immediately have 
their temperature scanned.

They will go directly to their 1st 
period class with no congregating 
in the halls.

How do the temperature scanners 
at the doors work?

They are really 
phenomenal and 
immediately single 
out individuals with 
high temperatures in 
large groups.

It shouldn’t delay the start of 
school because of how efficiently 

and accurately the scanners work. 
Staff members will monitor the 
scanner screen to see if anyone 
has a high temperature.

What if the scanner determines 
someone has a fever?

Students who register a temp 
higher than 100.4 (a target set 
by the CDC) will be taken to a 
designated location where they 
will wait 5-10 minutes before 
being scanned again.

The school nurse will then go 
through a set protocol to 
determine whether a student 
needs to be sent home. 

How will breakfast be served?
Breakfast carts will be located 

in all hallways for students to 
stop by on their way to 1st 
period. Students will eat in their 
1st period classroom. 

May students take off their masks 
during class if they are seated?

Our expectation follows the 
Team Kentucky guidelines that 
students will wear their masks 
at ALL times unless eating or 
drinking. Mask breaks are 
encouraged if the weather 
permits. 

What if a student doesn’t wear a 
mask?
Students who refuse will 
immediately be moved to virtual 
instruction. This is not negotiable.

Students who have a medical 
exemption must have a note from 
a doctor that they are prepared 
to show to any teacher who asks 
throughout the day.

Will class dismissal be staggered to 
limit the number of students in the 
hallway?

Staggering class dismissal times 
would cause us more scheduling 
problems. With roughly only one-
third of the students here on any 
given day, the hallways should be 
fine. We will do our best to make 
sure all students keep moving and 
wear a mask at all times.

Teachers and staff will be in 
the hallways at class change 
constantly reminding students 
to social distance. There will be 
no gatherings in the hallway. It’s 
the only way to stay within the 
CDC regulations for returning to 
school.

Q&A GRC’s Administration gave our Multimedia Marketing students 
the chance to ask questions about back to school. The students 
compiled this document based on a candid conversation with 
assistant principal Mr. Snell. 



The cafeteria is set up for social distancing, leaving a 
maximum capacity of 150 students.

Lunchroom capacity?
We can fit a maximum of 150 

students in the cafeteria, and 
that’s using every square inch of 
space we have. The tables are 
six feet apart, everyone is facing 
the same direction, and there are 
only two chairs per table. With 
our in-person numbers right now, 
four lunch periods in the cafeteria 
will take care of everyone and 
still maintain distancing. If our 
in-person numbers increase, we 
are prepared to open the auxiliary 
gym for lunch.

Eat in classroom?
Everyone must go to the caf-

eteria. This will be the only mask 
break the teachers get on certain 
days because they won’t be able 
to have a planning every day with 
the hybrid schedule.

Eat outside?
It’s possible, weather permitting, 

but supervision is the issue. 
Nothing is as simple as it seems 
on the surface.

Assigned seats?
We will encourage students to 

decide where they’re going to sit 
the first week and ask them to 
keep that spot.

If we had a situation where we 
had to go back and figure out 
who’s in contact with who, we 
could use the cameras so we’re 
not planning on doing assigned 
seating in the cafeteria.

Menu?
CDC guidelines are strict about 

what kind of food can be served 
and how it is served. The menu 
and procedures will be different.

All cases and quarantine 
decisions will be handled by 
the Clark County Health 
Department.

A representative will come 
and investigate the situation. 
The Health Department will 
use contact tracing to get a 
picture of what interactions 
the student had with others 
and take it from there. GRC 
will not make any quarantine 
decisions.

How will lunch work for those at school?

If a student tests 
positive...

586
Hybrid A

597
Hybrid B

446
Virtual

By the numbers...By the numbers...

These numbers were accurate 
on the day of production but 

continue to change daily.



The challenges are too numerous 
to mention but a few are:

Emotional well-being
    The mental health challenges 
that arise from a situation like 
this are astronomical. Our 
therapists have worked with 
students all summer and are 
always available to anyone who 
needs help. Contact your 
grade-level counselor who will set 
you up with someone to talk to.

Unreliable or no internet
    Some students don’t have 
internet at all and some have 
only spotty service. They have to 
travel to a place to get access to 
Wifi to download their work, and 
some don’t have transportation.  
It is a very difficult situation for 
students who don’t have internet. 

    They are not able to get as 
much interaction with the 
teachers. While the challenges 
are many, not being able to reach 
students has been the extremely 
frustrating. We are taking every 
possible step to contact every 
student including home visits.

Fluid situation
    Another challenge is the 
constantly changing information. 
It has been nearly impossible to 
communicate about this because 
what is in place one day changes 
the next.
    We understand that virtual is 
not the same as in person. We 
get that and we don’t like it any 
more than you do. We’re just 
trying to play what we’re handed 
while keeping everyone safe.

Challenges of virtual school...

Students need to bring 
their Chromebooks and 
chargers every day they 

come to school.



Teachers will clean/
sanitize desks between 
each class.

Bathrooms: On each 
hallway, one set is open 
for one class period 
and the other set for 
the next class period. 
One bathroom on every 
hallway will be open 
every class period. The 
custodians will rotate in 
cleaning the ones that 
are closed so they can 
be open the next class 
period.  

We will wipe down 
every table and every 
chair in between lunch 

periods, which is going 
to take every available 
person.

Hand cleaning 
supplies are readily 
available in every room.

Everybody’s going to 
have to work together. 
Teachers, students, 
custodians, everybody. 
It’s going to stretch our 
custodians to the max 
especially during lunch. 
Our staff is committed 
to working as a team 
and is willing to pitch 
in where necessary to 
make this work.

What is the sanitation plan
for commonly used areas?

Distance Learning...
When will the students who choose distance learning 
have class with their teacher?

This is a very difficult part of the hybrid plan 
because teachers are teaching all day four days 
a week. Wednesdays are set aside for deep 
sanitizing and can also be used for teachers 
to be available for their distance learners.

Are students permitted to change their mind about 
being in-person or online?

CCPS has stipulated that if you choose virtual 
learning, you will stay that way for the remainder 

of the nine weeks. After that, the decision can be 
reevaluated. If you choose in-person learning and 
decide to switch to distance learning, you may 
do that at any time. We want all students to do 
what’s best for them.

How long will distance learning 
be offered as an option?

Every student will have the option to stay 
virtual. We don’t anticipate this changing for this 
school year.

Limit the use of shared objects (e.g., gym or 
physical education equipment, art supplies, 
toys, games, computers) when possible, or 
clean and disinfect between use.

Discourage sharing of items that are 
difficult to clean or disinfect such as 
electronic devices, pens and pencils, 
classroom stapler, whiteboard markers and 
erasers, books, games, art supplies (e.g., 
markers, crayons, scissors), and other 
learning aids. 

Ensure adequate supplies to minimize 
sharing of high touch materials to the extent 
possible (e.g., assigning each student their 
own art supplies, equipment) or limit use 
of supplies and equipment to one group of 
students at a time and clean and disinfect 
between use.

-from the CDC

The following CDC guidelines on 
the use of shared objects will be 
followed at GRC:

Water fountains are Water fountains are 

closed. please bring closed. please bring 

your own water bottle.your own water bottle.



Classrooms are rearranged for social distancing.

Will classes have assigned seats?
Yes. For contact tracing reasons, 

students will have assigned seats 
for all class periods. The teachers 
are required to maintain seating 
charts.

Will students be able to go to the 
restroom during class?

Yes, but we will drastically limit 
the number of students in the 
hallway. Teachers are encouraged 
to take group restroom breaks 
during class. Students will have 
to stand six feet apart in the 
restroom lines and the restroom 
capacity is limited.

What is the capacity of a standard 
classroom while allowing for social 
distancing?

District personnel have taken 
the square footage of each room 
and basically put a six-foot 
diameter circle around each chair 
and that’s how they determine 
the classroom capacities. 
Standard classrooms have 
a capacity of 14.

Even with the hybrid, do some 
classes still have too many students 
over capacity?

We will not know what our 
exact numbers are until school 
actually starts in person. Right 
now it looks like we are in good 
shape with class capacity. We 
have a few classes that are over 
and we are coming up with ways 
to deal with that.

This is more complicated than 
it sounds because we don’t want 
to change students’ classes after 
they have been with a teacher for 
nine weeks. So that will be a last 
resort.

How will production-based classes 
work that have a lot of hands-on 
instruction?

This is a real challenge. Our 
teachers have done a great job 
of coming up with alternate ways 
to teach the content. Obviously, 
we cannot share equipment or 
do group work the same way we 
are used to, so it is taking a lot of 
planning and creative thinking to 
figure out new ways to teach.

Will teachers be able to open the 
windows in the classroom to help 
with air flow?

 When you open the windows 
in our building, it shuts down the 
HVAC system for that entire 
section of the building.

Opening windows won’t be 
necessary anyway because our 
air filtration system is the best 
around by far. We have the 
cleanest air that’s possible to 
have inside a building.

Will clubs be able to meet?
Club meetings are allowed but 

how they meet depends on the 
number of club members who 
will be attending. It will be up 
to the club sponsors whether or 
not their meetings are in person 
or virtual. If the meeting is after 
school, students on a different 
hybrid schedule may come in for 
extracurricular meetings.

Will there be any changes in the 
requirements for graduation?

The graduation requirements 
will stay the same. 

How long do you expect school to 
stay on hybrid before going five 
days a week?

It’s impossible to predict what 
will happen. The COVID situation 
is changing every day. We do 
know that we are prepared to do 
whatever it takes over the long 
haul to keep staff and students 
safe while having in-person 
school as often as possible.



The mental health aspect of 
the school shutdown cannot be 
overemphasized. It isn’t healthy 
to lock down and not see your 
friends and some family members 
for months. That’s not normal and 
it’s not good for people.

Everyone needs interaction 

and socialization. GRC has not 
stopped offering mental health 
services. Our counselors and 
therapists have stayed busy since 
March.

Several additional staff 
members have been hired to help 
with this. We are seeing students 

in person and doing home visits 
on a daily basis.

Jill Rogers, school psychologist, 
offers the strategies below 
on how to maintain emotional 
well being during this unusual 
time.

How is GRC addressing mental health concerns?

From Team Kentucky’s, Guidance 
on Safety Expectations and Best 
Practices for Kentucky Schools

8/31/2020

Use of Cloth Face Coverings 
(Masks)

• The use of cloth face 
coverings (masks) should be 
required by all students and 
staff at all times while in the 
building or on the bus, unless 
medically waivered. Students 
and staff should only lower 
their masks while actively 
eating or drinking.

Helpful links

GRC Hybrid Learning Plan

Supt. Christy Letter About Clark County Red Status

CCPS Digital Learning Hub

CCPS Covid 19 Resource Page

Kentucky Corona Virus Monitoring

Team Kentucky Healthy at School

KDE COVID-19 Reopening Resources

https://www.grchs.com/hybrid-learning-plan
https://5d505e26-cebb-45f7-af99-b23576f97d59.filesusr.com/ugd/7c163a_b5f5777092914b729b62546a71c0ea07.pdf
https://sites.google.com/clark.kyschools.us/digitallearning/home
https://www2.clarkschools.net/home/index.php/district-links/around-the-district-articles/412-covid-19-resources
https://govstatus.egov.com/kycovid19
https://govstatus.egov.com/kycovid19
https://education.ky.gov/comm/Documents/Safety%20Expectations_FINAL%20DOC.pdf
https://education.ky.gov/comm/Pages/COVID-19-Reopening-Resources.aspx


WE ARE GRC

Be tolerant. Be understanding. 
Be patient. This has been a long 
and difficult process with so many 
unknowns and constant changes.
Our plan won’t be perfect and we 
will have to make adjustments. 
What works today may not work 
tomorrow and everyone must un-
derstand that.  We would like for 
students to know that everything 
we are doing is for their health 
and safety.

Quite honestly at the end of the 
year last year, we didn’t do a great 
job on virtual learning. We were 
thrown into it with no time to 
prepare. Along with most school 
systems, we struggled to make it 
effective. We worked all summer 
to make improvements and while 
it is much better, distance learn-
ing is not a sufficient replacement 
for in-person instruction and 
never will be.

A big misconception is that 
school will be the same when we 
come back. As you’ve seen in this 
document, it won’t. The biggest 
misconception is that teachers 
aren’t working hard. That couldn’t 
be further from the truth. Most 
teachers are doing more work 
now than they ever have. When 
hybrid starts, teachers will have 
three groups of students to teach, 
assess, and manage.

Advice for students...Thrown into virtual...Those misconceptions...

Teachers will be available To Teachers will be available To 
disTance learning sTudenTs disTance learning sTudenTs 
on wednesdays according To on wednesdays according To 
This schedule. some Teachers This schedule. some Teachers 
may schedule addiTional Times may schedule addiTional Times 
on oTher days buT please keep on oTher days buT please keep 
in mind ThaT Teachers will be in mind ThaT Teachers will be 
Teaching oTher classes all Teaching oTher classes all 
day on mondays, Tuesdays, day on mondays, Tuesdays, 
Thursdays and Fridays.Thursdays and Fridays.


