
Emotions of GRC/MoCo rivalry run deep
Sawyer Broeking

Sports Editor

Growing up in
Winchester, Kentucky,
there are two things you 
learn at a young age. One, 
to love George Rogers Clark 
High School, and two, to 
love beating Montgomery 
County.  

�e passion of the rivalry 
lives in each and every single 
one of us from the second 
the rivalry is introduced. It’s 
not something taken lightly.

“�e game is just
electric,” says former GRC 
boys basketball player and 
now boys assistant coach 

Taylor Howard. “As a player 
hearing the band playing 
from the locker room and 
seeing the jam packed gym 
just excites you. �e student 
section is always packed and 
that keeps the intensity at the 
highest level possible. From 
a coaching perspective we try 
to take an approach like it’s 
just another game, but the 
fact is the game isn’t just ano-
ther game, it means so much 
more. I think what makes it 
such a great rivalry is the pas-
sion each town has for their 
team. �e game is so unique 
and is something that you 
can’t �nd just anywhere.”

�e atmosphere of the 

game is always vibrant.
�e love for the teams, the
players, and the communities 
are very much present.
�e feelings of these games 
circulate these communities 
even long after graduation. 

“Before I was playing high 
school basketball the rivalry 
was there and the moment I 
stepped into the gym it was 
my job to carry that rivalry 
on,” says former GRC girls 
basketball player Lexxus
Graham. “Unfortunately in 
my �rst two years of high 
school, we lost back to back 
years to MoCo in the regional
tournament. Seeing them 
celebrate going to state didn’t 

sit right with me. I remember 
thinking, they shouldn’t be 
the team representing the 
10th Region ever. My senior 
year we made a statement
for GRC Hoops, and on 
March 9th, 2014, we beat 
Moco for the region title, 
which would send us to state. 
We started the ‘legacy’ right 
then and there. We wanted 
to be known as the 10th 
Region champs, not anyone 
else.”

�at team started an era 
that continues to this day. 
GRC Hoops led by head 
coach Robbie Graham has 
won 5 region championships 
since 2014 and has domi-

nated Montgomery County 
ever since. Currently the 
Lady Cards are on a 15-game 
winning streak against the 
Lady Indians that dates back 
to 2016.

GRC Hoops’ all-time 
record is 68-42 against the 
Lady Indians, scoring 5,925 
points, with MoCo scoring 
4,988. For years GRC Hoops 
has dominated the Lady
Indians and it doesn’t seem to 
be slowing down.

�e domination doesn’t just 
end with GRC Hoops.
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It continues over to WinCity 
Basketball, led by head boys 
basketball coach Josh Cook. 

�e boys team is currently 
on a 15-game winning streak 
against MoCo as well, that dates 
back to 2017.

Win-City basketball has an 
all-time record of 102-45 in 
the rivalry, scoring a combined 
9,298 points, with MoCo 
scoring 8,065.

Since being hired as head 
coach of the GRC boys 
basketball team Coach Cook 
has coached GRC in 15 rivalry 
games and has beaten MoCo in 
every single game.

For MoCo to even catch up 

with our record, GRC would 
have to lose to MoCo 3 times a 
year for 18.5 years… which is 
extremely unlikely. It’s clear who 
dominates the rivalry.

“�ere was always a feeling 
of excitement around this 
game,” says former GRC 
boys basketball player Jordan 
Graham. “�e practices before 
the MoCo game were always the 
best. Everyone was laser focused. 
Beating them always gave me 
a sense of pride after the game. 
My biggest memory beating 
them would have to be my last, 
playing my last rivalry game in 
front of my community was 
really special. �e band and the 
Get Rowdy Crew just made the 
atmosphere electric. I'm happy 
I got to be a part of such a great 
tradition. It was an awesome 
experience.”

It is widely known by past, 
present, and future players and 
fans that the atmosphere of the 
game is unlike no other. �e 
fans, the band, and the student 
sections make this game exciting 
and dramatic.

�e intensity of the student 
sections going back and forth, 
the loud tunes of the bands 
playing the �ght songs echo 
within the gyms and leave you 
feeling motivated to scream as 
loud as you can and just get 
rowdy.

“From day one the rivalry is 
taught,” says 2019 Get Rowdy 
Crew leader Hunter Helderman. 
“Going to the games in 
elementary school and middle 
school you see it �rst hand. �e 
games are lively. Pretty much my 
whole high school career GRC 
dominated the rivalry, but every 
game it didn’t matter how good 
your team was you knew it was 
going to be a close one."

"My senior year as a whole 
was a blast, being the section 
leader was something special 
and I'll always hold dear," 
Helderman continued. "I loved 
showing up to the games and 
seeing the large crowds, hearing 
the loudness, and feeling the 
energy. It’s just a di�erent 
environment and being in the 
front of it all watching students 
yell and feeling the rivalry live 

on is something special. Beating 
Moco to go to state had to top 
it all o� though. �ey were able 
to give us a little competition 
that year, but I have a feeling 
the games won’t be too close this 
year…”

In the teams' �rst meeting 
Jan. 14th, both GRC Hoops 
and WinCity basketball showed 
their domination, getting huge 
marginal wins against MoCo. 
�ey pushed their win streaks 
against the Indians to 15 games 
in a row each after the boys 
defeated the Indians 99-51 and 
the girls 58-38.

“Everything is turned up a 
notch when we play them,” says 
junior wing Brianna Byars. “�e 
game is intense, both teams are 
young and talented and we all 
know how each other plays, 
which just makes it so much 
more interesting to watch.”

�e games have been so 
amped up and energetic for the 
past two years; it’s exciting to be 
a part of. 

“�e rich history of the game 
just makes the rivalry so much 
more competitive and fun,” 
says 2009 boys basketball alum 
Robert Hatton. “During my 
four years we went 10-2 against 
MoCo, the feeling of winning 
just meant so much to us all. I 
remember the anticipation of 
running out of the locker room 

in front of the whole town, 
those moments were special. 
�e rivalry is just so unique. �e 
games have direct implications 
for both the district and regional 
tournament seeding, so bragging 
rights aren’t the only thing that 
matters. It’s a special kind of 
game.” 

�e Cards host the Indians 
Jan. 28th in GRC Arena and 
they look to push their win 
streak to 16 and hope to do so 
in a big fashion.

�e intensity will be high and 
the town will be loud as they 
cheer the Cards to victory. 

Graphic by Marissa Gilchrist

Trent Edwards plays 
defense in past 
MoCo matchup.
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Amber Miller & Makili Tabor box out MoCo player.
Photo by Cameron Anderson



Check out our Socials!

SmugMug:
grchs.smugmug.com

Instagram:
@grcsmokesignals

Twitter: 
@GRCStudentMedia

Facebook:
@GRC Smoke Signals 
    Student Media

Online:
grcsmokesignals.net

Vimeo:
https://vimeo.com

Student News Source:
� e Student News Source app is a direct plug to our Student News Online 
(SNO) website. On our website, you can � nd stories, reviews, hype videos, and 
more! To stay connected with all things Smoke Signals, download the app in the 
app store or by using the QR code below, and search George Rogers Clark High 
School within the app. 

N ote:  S ome sites/ a p p s a re bl oc k ed  on  th e sc h ool  n etw ork .



Art students innovate new way to �y with mural
SARA CLARK

FEATURES EDITOR 

GRC has created a
Cardinal in �ight to soar into 
the students’ learning.

Principal Jamie Keene had 
the vision of a mural at GRC, 
and National Art Honor 
Society members brought that 
to life. 

“�ere is a huge set of 
wings on a building in 
Nashville (“What Lifts Your 
Wings” by Kelsey Montague) 
that inspired me to have some 
Cardinal wings painted,”
Mr. Keene said. “When
people visit Nashville, many 
of them �nd this wall and 
take a picture. I want the 
same type of excitement for 

our people at GRC.”
Mr. Keene is hoping to 

make this year student
centered and geared toward
learning and excitement. He 
has implemented the All In 
philosophy, along with the 
hashtag #wingsup. 

 “I was hoping to get a 
general excitement for the 
wings and start seeing pic-
tures circulate on social media 
of students and sta� in front 
of the wings,” he said. “I also 
want our students and sta� to 
be proud of what we are do-
ing at GRC and want them to 
want to incorporate the wings 
pictures.”

Led by Senior Haylee 
Wasson, the students worked 
to paint base coats and color 

match the highlights,
mid-tones, and shadows
of the reference image.

“We looked at some
images for reference and
created an outline of the 
wings that were then
projected on the wall,” said 
Ms. Fuller (NAHS Sponsor). 

Wasson enjoyed working 
with the other artists to
complete the project and
recalls that she particularly 
liked “working on the shading 
of the inside feathers of the 
wings.”

“We are so thankful that 
we got to work on this project 
for all of you all to see and 
take pictures with,” said 
Wasson. 

Seniors are taking advantage of the wing 
mural located at grc. 
Photo by Sara Clark

Junior/senior soirée moved to Valentine’s weekend
Sofia att

Multimedia Staff

Attending GRC’s Soirée 
dance is the perfect way to 
celebrate Valentine’s Day with 
your high school friends. 

It is an opportunity to 
attend a school dance if you 
have not already, and it’ll be a 
new, fun experience,
as it will be held at the
Winchester Opera House 
instead of at the school.

 GRC Juniors and Seniors 
are invited to the Valentine’s 
Day Soirée Dance Feb. 12, 
from 8 to 11 p.m.

�is year’s Soirée dance 
is very special because due 

to COVID-19, it is the �rst 
Soirée o�ered to the current 
Juniors and Seniors. It is also 
the �rst time it’s ever been 
scheduled in February. 

If you plan to attend, make 
sure you are dressed semi-for-
mal.

Semi-formal is an out�t 
that is dressier than your 
Sunday best, but not as fancy 
as a tuxedo or formal evening 
gown.

For instance, boys should 
wear something like a dark 
business suit and girls should 
wear a cocktail dress or some-
thing similar. 

 If you are not a junior or 

a senior, you can still attend 
the dance if an upperclassman 
brings you as a guest. Since 
it is a Valentine’s Day Soirée 
dance this does not imply you 
have to bring a date to come.

Valentine’s Day is
celebrated by expressing your 
love toward anyone, including 
your friends at school. 

“I’m really excited to attend 
Soirée this year,” says Senior 
Natalie Shoemaker. “Because 
a winter dance gives the 
upperclassmen a chance to 
have a night of fun during a 
stressful time of the year.”



Ella Cooper
Arts & Entertainment 

Editor 

Legendary. Signi�cant. In-
�uential. Distinguished. �ese 
words are a perfect description 
for our distinguished young 
woman, Sarah Johnson.

Sarah spent last week at the 
Distinguished Young Women 
of Kentucky program where she 
�nished third runner-up and 
won a self-expression award. 

�e DYW Program rewards 
senior high school girls who 
have immense accomplishments 
in their high school careers. 
Girls compete in their county’s 
program, and their winner gets 
to compete against the other 
winners across the state.  

Outside of the performance 
part of the program, they are 
judged in a one-on-one inter-
view with the judges, as well as 
on their academics.

While in the program, they 
perform a �tness routine and a 
talent routine, and answer an 
onstage question in the self-ex-
pression category.

Sarah wowed the judges and 
audience with her top-notch 
scholastics, outstanding talent, 
and compelling words in self-
expression, strengths she also 
showed in the local program in 
August.

“I was ecstatic when they 
announced I was Clark County’s 
DYW,” she says. “�e initial 
shock and adrenaline lasted for 
a few days, and I am still excited 
thinking about that moment.”  

Speaking from experience, so 
much e�ort goes into preparing 
for the program. 

It takes hours of practice and 
perfecting all skills to compete, 
especially the week before the 
program. Girls stayed in host 
homes and practiced all day, 
every day.  Quite literally, they 
were nonstop from 8 A.M. to 8 
P.M. 

“It was tough,” she said, “but 
we all had a great time.” 

From Lexington to Liberty, 
girls brought their drive for 
�tness and talents. 

�e program includes all of 
the winners from around the 
state. So, our very own got to 

compete with girls from almost 
four hours away. 

Sarah performed a stunning 
acrobatic lyrical dance to Katy 
Perry’s Rise for her talent. 

Sarah has been dancing for 
15 years, and her love of dance 
was evident when performing 
this piece at state. 

“Dancing has allowed me to 
become the person I am,” she 
says. “I feel at home whenever I 
perform. Dance has shaped my 
beliefs and taught me a myriad 
of life lessons.” 

Her dance was a testament
to her ability to rise to the
challenge of DYW. 

Outside of everything else, 
DYW follows the motto: “Be 
Your Best Self.” �is includes
being their best selves in
academics, physical �tness,
morality, character, and social 
and civic participation.

Committee chairperson 
Donna Fuller has been a part of 
DYW in Clark County for 42 
years. She explains that Being 
Your Best Self is about focusing 
on your goals and being
unapologetically you. 

“We all have di�erent talents, 
skills, challenges, and journeys,” 
she said. “So when it comes to 
de�ning your best self, know 
that you get to choose what that 
means for yourself.” 

Sarah says this feat took an 
immense amount of motivation 
from within.  

“My determination to push 
myself to be the best possible 
version of myself I can be is 
what motivates me,” she says. “I 
know I can always be growing 
and improving.”

Sarah is amazingly talented 
and well-rounded on her own, 

but she says she would not be 
her best self without an
extraordinary group of people. 

“All the hard work paid o�,” 
she said, “and none of it would 
have been possible without the 
amazing Clark County
committee who went above
and beyond for me.”

On the other hand, the Clark 
County Committee was
thankful to have Sarah. 

“Becoming your best self 
involves optimizing all areas of 
your life to encourage growth, 
limit distractions, and focus on 
the goals you want to achieve,” 
says Ms. Fuller. “Sarah had these 
goals, and her hard work was 
rewarded.” 

After the program, DYW 
participants keep great
memories and live out the 

traits of a Distinguished Young 
Woman. Sarah is so grateful for 
the experience and believes that 
living out DYW means keeping 
these memories. 

“Living out the phrase 
‘DYW’ means never to stop be-
ing who I am,” says Sarah. “�e 
memories and relationships I 
have made are something I will 
forever hold close to my heart, 
and I am so grateful for every-
one who has been a part of the 
journey.”

To any young girls who are 
reading this, take after Sarah. 

You have the motivation 
inside you to become someone 
genuinely legendary, wonder-
fully signi�cant, and in�uential. 
And one Distinguished Young 
Woman.   

 Distinguished Sarah Johnson takes State by storm

Sarah Johnson receives her 3rd 
runner-up award.
Photo Submitted 

Sarah & her little sister Phoebe walk on the 
stage during the self-expression category.

Photo Submitted 



GRC needs a Sadie Hawkins dance
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GRC needs a Sadie Hawkins dance

Illustrated By

Staff Editorial

GRC has three school 
dances a year: Homecom-
ing, Soiree, and Prom.

Underclassmen are only 
allowed to attend one of 
these dances, unless they 
receive an invite by an
upperclassman.

We have a desperate need 
to involve underclassmen 
in more school activities. 
A Sadie Hawkins dance is 
the perfect opportunity to 
generate involvement.

A Sadie Hawkins dance 
o� ers an unique opportu-
nity compared to the other 
dances because the girls are 
the ones who ask the guys to 
attend.

� is untraditional invite 
creates a new custom which 
is something GRC needs. 
� e school can decide 

whether to make the dance 
informal or formal, leaving 
the door open for a multi-
tude of possibilities.   

� e idea of a Sadie 
Hawkins dance is not a 
new concept. GRC used to 
o� er this dance in February; 
however, this was stopped 
due to unknown reasons.  

� is dance is the perfect 
tradition to revive, and is a 
perfect opportunity to bring 
the entire student body 
together.

Creating memories is a 
key part of the high school 
experience. 

With a Sadie Hawkins 
dance, not only can seniors 
create more � nal memories, 
but freshmen can create 
lasting � rst memories.

� e spectrum of
opportunity this dance can 
o� er is something other 

GRC dances fail to do.  
� is dance also allows 

girls to get creative in asking 
for a date.

During Homecoming 
and Prom, many girls 
discuss the fun ways to get 
asked to a dance.

With Sadie Hawkins, the 
tables are turned. Of course 
this doesn’t mean you have 
to have a date. Going out 
with friends or a group still 
creates a memorable, fun 
experience.

Exciting unique themes  
could also develop. � e 
possibility to go the
untraditional route and 
create something new and 
special to GRC could
generate from a Sadie
Hawkins dance. 

Additionally, other
surrounding counties
participate in a Sadie

Hawkins dance. � e success 
the dance has seen in these 
areas is further proof why 
GRC could bene� t from one.

With the creation of a 
Sadie Hawkins dance,
the question of money
immediately rises.

Student-led fundraising 
could contribute to
a� ording this dance.  

Homecoming for
everyone, Soiree for
juniors and seniors, a Sadie 
Hawkins for everyone, and 
a senior-only Prom is the 
perfect balance.

Underclassmen get
something to look forward 
to throughout the year, 
while seniors still get to
enjoy the advantages of 
being an upperclassman.       

� e future could be 
bright if Sadie Hawkins is 
done right. 



You walk into school. You already smell 
the sweet smell of tornados in the hallway. 
Your social studies teacher
already made an inside joke with you. And 
now you are heading to your favorite class to 
see your best friends. What can get any better 
than this? Definitely not virtually learning. 

Let’s be real, while school is mainly for 
learning, many students aren’t ready to learn 
about that next math lesson or read that book 
in English. Students come in to hang out with 
friends and staff.

It’s important for people to build com-
munication and relationship skills. Can you 
really get that at home behind a screen?

Virtual schooling started because we want-
ed to keep people safe from Covid. However, 
people need to take in consideration how 
detrimental virtual learning is to a student’s 
mental health.

Being stuck in isolation can do more harm 

than good. Not only 
is school important 
for staying healthy 
mentally, it is also 
important for 
physical health. At 
school, students are 
getting two meals 
that they might 
not get while being 
home. Even walking to a class is important for 
everyday health.  

Students have a better chance of actually 
understanding assignments and learning 
in-person. They have the opportunity to go to 
school and ask questions where they can get 
an in-depth understanding of the topic.

While learning virtual is more comfortable 
and flexible for students, are they even getting 
the education they deserve? You only get a 
highschool experience once, so why spend it 
behind a computer?

It’s 7 a.m. when you wake up to your 
alarm. You sit up irritated, you have to 
wake up for school. But, on the bright 
side, you don’t have to leave the house. 

Virtually, students can be more 
relaxed and get their work done in 
their own time. Yes, there are deadlines. 
But, those due dates are less stressful 
in the comfort of your own home.

You can work as fast as you’d like 
and get all of your assignments done 
for the next few weeks instead of 
just the assignments for that day. 

At home, you can go to the 
bathroom when you want without 
having to ask, wear pajamas every 
day, and not have to worry about 
the negative aspects of school.

Honestly, makes 
you a more inde-
pendent person. 
It forces you to be 
responsible for your 
time and work.

Even the four 
days a week of in-person school was 
significant. Students had one day 
in the middle of the week to recoup 
and get their bearings, serving as 
a day to make up work and relax. 
School gets very stressful and those 
Wednesdays aided that stress.  

As in person may have its
benefits, virtual has many more. 
I’m sure most people would agree 
that doing work in bed is superior 
to doing work in a classroom. 

ELLIE MITMESSER

PODCAST EDITOR

MACY DANIEL

MULTIMEDIA STAFF

No to virtual learning

Movies take the lead

Virtual Superiority

Your favorite TV show is back after 
a year-long break from the last season’s 
cliff-hanger finale. Your excitement has 
been buzzing as you’ve concocted tons of
theories of what could possibly happen 
next. 

If you want a short amount of
entertainment, you can pick a 20-
minute episode of a show. If you have 
more time to spend, you can choose 
shows with longer episodes, binge-
watching as many episodes as you want. 

With movies, you have to watch for 2 
hours unless you want to stop the movie 
throughout, and that can make you lose 
interest all together. TV shows have much 
more progress that movies don’t have time 
for. If a TV series has a lot of seasons, it 
can introduce more plot points to keep 
the show interesting. 

Movies can’t do the same without

distracting from 
the main plot. 
With several
episodes, TV 
shows have more 
content through-
out their seasons, 
and you connect 
with the story 
much more in the extended amount of 
time.

Watching characters grow throughout 
a longer period of time in a series is much 
more captivating than watching them try 
to develop a character with only 2 hours. 

When finding what to watch on your 
favorite streaming service, narrow your 
choices by picking TV shows. You get 
through an episode in any amount of 
time you want, with well-developed char-
acters and interesting plotlines. 

With a full story in about two hours, 
movies are superior to TV shows. Movies 
get their point across and you get all the 
information with just one sit down. 

With TV shows, you have to wait for 
a new episode and be left on cliffhangers 
just to get a little bit more information 
in the duration of about 45 minutes. 

I get so excited to go to the Mal-
co or  Regal movie theater to see a 
movie. The thrill of making it an 
event to go to a particular place to 
watch something is unmatched to 
just watching a TV show at home.

In the theater environment, you 
have a big screen, surround sound, dim 
lighting, and a quiet area. In some, you 
can recline. In all, you have the option 
to purchase snacks for additional en-
joyment while watching your movie. 

TV shows take 
patience. There 
could be a surplus 
of seasons with 20, 
45-minute episodes 
in each. For example, 
there are 17 seasons 
in the TV show 
Greys Anatomy 
with at least 20 episodes per season.

Unless you are completely in love 
with the show and have nothing else 
to do with your time, that is incredi-
bly too long. The duration of a whole 
season is significantly longer than one 
movie. A three hour movie at that. 

Next time you’re trying to decide 
between that TV series and movie, watch 
that movie. Take it to the theater. 

DANIEL GRAVES

MULTIMEDIA STAFF

MACY DANIEL

MULTIMEDIA STAFF

TV shows are better



Principal Keene responds to freshmen wishes
Journalism 1 freshmen were 

asked: In your opinion, what
resolutions should GRC make
for 2022 to bene�t students? 

Obviously, there is always more 
to the story than meets the eye.
We shared the suggestions with
Principal Keene and he took the 
time to respond to each one.

�is is the result:

• Add a salad bar to the Café.
Mr.  K een e:  �ose decisions are 
made at the district level but I 
will communicate this request 
with them to see if there is any 
way to provide this.

• Add a Study Hall to the
2022-23 schedule that students 
have to earn.
Mr.  K een e:  How would they 
earn this? What happens 
if they earn it and then do 
something to lose that
privilege? Not necessarily op-
posed to study hall but
we have to look at sta�ng 
allocations for adding a 
non-credit bearing course
like this.

• Advertise the clothing bank so 
students know more about it.
Mr.  K een e:  We most certainly 
can do a better job of adver-
tising this and will work on a 
communication plan to do so.

• Provide more specific
guidance to incoming 8th 
graders on pathways.
Mr.  K een e:  Very good idea.  

We actually have a Program 
and Pathway Fair set up for 
Jan. 18 at GRC and Jan. 19 at 
RDC.

• Add more targeted career 
pathway classes.
Mr.  K een e:  We are in conver-
sations with this.  It will be 
helpful as students complete 
their ILP to help guide this 
discussion.  �en we also have 
to be able to �nd teachers for 
those pathways which can 
sometimes be problematic.

• Enforce the handbook rules on 
PDA.
Mr.  K een e:  Students see much 
more than sta� on these 
issues.  We do the best we 
can with enforcing all of our 
handbook rules.  If we see 
inappropriate behavior or if 
students are written up, the 
policy is enforced.

• Hire bathroom supervision and 
unlock the doors.
Mr.  K een e:  �ere are just too 
many restrooms to hire
monitors for every restroom 
in this building.

• Extend the lunch periods by a 
few minutes, taking the time 
from Flight Times.
Mr.  K een e:  �at’s always a
possibility.  �e times have 
been adjusted to allow for 
smooth passings periods.

• Get intramurals going again.
Mr.  K een e:  Great idea. See
Mr.  Ritchie.

• Install vending machines on 
every floor.
Mr.  K een e:  Federal law dictates 
when vending machines can 
be on during the school day.  
�ere isn’t much time that the 
machines are on.  �e vending 
machine company installs the 
number of machines they �ll 
meets the needs of everyone 
for that allotted time.  

• Implement a better
school dismissal plan.
Mr.  K een e:  We’ve talked about 
this. We can’t dismiss students 
early due to “seat time”
requirements and I don’t like 
to idea of holding other
students later just for the 
purpose of letting some leave 
early.

• Sell hygiene products in the 
school store or make them 
available free in the bath-
rooms.
Mr.  K een e:  For privacy pur-
poses, these items are o�ered 
through the Youth Services 
Center and the Nurse’s o�ce.

• Add monthly breaks/periods 
for mental health exercises.
Mr.  K een e:  Great idea.  We 
could incorporate this 
through Flight Time.

• Unlock the Courtyard doors all 
day.
Mr.  K een e:  For the most part, 
they are unlocked all day 
except when we need to lock 
them for security reasons.

• Allow students to leave school 
early if they have all their 
credits.
Mr.  K een e:  We are currently in 
discussion to provide Co-Op, 
Internships, and Apprentice-
ships for students who qualify.

• Enforce more consistent dress 
code discipline.
Mr.  K een e:  We address issues 
as they are presented to
administration.

• Sell energy drinks in the 
school store.
Mr.  K een e:  We are forbidden 
by law to sell those drinks 
during the school day. 

• Work on getting a more
consistent temperature 
throughout the school.
Mr.  K een e:  Our heating and 
cooling system have always 
been an issue.  Our mainte-
nance department continues 
to work extremely hard on 
�xing this issue.

• Take care of the sewer smell in 
the 400s and 500s.
Mr.  K een e:  Again, our sta� 
works really hard to �x this 
problem.

�ank you, Mr. Keene, for 
always hearing student concerns 
and questions, and taking time to 
address them individually with 
honesty.



It’s pretty safe to presume 
that most avid Potter fans 
who grew up with an emo-
tional sense of attachment to 
the series began the highly 
anticipated Harry Potter 20th 
Anniversary: Return to
Hogwarts on New Year’s Day 
with feelings of awe and tears 
in their eyes. 

Perhaps it is certainly not 
lost on anyone the major 
nostalgia factor HBO played 
into with their show stopping 
�ve-minute introduction to 
the anniversary special.

We get the very �rst 
glimpses of our most beloved 
cast after 10 long years since 
the end of the �nal �lm in 
the enigmatic series.

For myself, seeing these 
people interact on screen after 
such a long time is a surreal 
experience and I absolutely 
adored every single moment 
of it. 

Within the most in�uen-
tial, and by far the greatest 
reunion to come out of this 
pandemic, the die-hard fan 
base of the series bore witness 
to countless smaller reunions 
within the cast.

Emotions were high at 
the sight of Daniel Radcli�e 
(Harry Potter) and Gary
Oldman (Sirius Black)
reunited for the �rst time 
since the death of Sirius in 
Harry Potter and the Order 

of the Phoenix, which
happens to be my favourite 
book and movie.

While we didn’t get the 
entire Weaseley clan we got 
pretty darn close with
Bonnie Wright (Ginny 
Weasley), Oliver Phelps 
(Fred Weasley), James Phelps 
(George Weasley), and
Mark Williams (Arthur
Weasley) who were
practically radiating with
joy being together again. 

A portion of the feature 
was dedicated to all of the 
cast members that have 
passed away in past years and 
was made in tribute to them.

It was truly heartfelt in the 
most endearing way possible 
and done in a way that paid 
the late members true justice.

Many tears were shed 
while re�ecting on all the
lessons the members of the 
cast such as Emma Watson, 
Daniel Radcli�e, Rupert 
Grint, and Tom Felton 
learned from these people 
that were so important to 
them at such young ages in 
their careers.

Among those who were 
featured in the tribute were 
Richard Harris (Albus
Dumbledore), Helen McCrory
(Narcissa Malfoy), Richard 
Gri�th (Mr. Dursley), and 
the iconic Alan Rickman 
(Severus Snape). I can
sincerely say that it was
beautifully done.

One individual I feel is 
important to mention was 
noticeably absent, though 
for those who have not kept 
up with the cast and people 
involved in bringing Harry 
Potter and the Wizarding 
World to life in recent years 
it might not have been as 
obvious.

J. K. Rowling has actually 
been deemed a very
problematic character in the 
eyes of the internet, mainly 
due to her Twitter account.

�is reached a breaking 
point in 2020 when most of 
the actors in the Potter �lms 
active on social media

publicly spoke out and 
denounced J.K.R. and her 
words against the transgender 
community.

Rowling’s team has said
she was invited to the
anniversary and chose not
to attend; however, it has 
been a hard sell for people to 
believe she was really invited.

�is theory was only 
reinforced by the use of clips 
in the anniversary from 2019 
for another project she was 
doing right before her
controversial actions. 

And with that our escape 
back to a cast that emulates a 

cozy sweater worthy of Molly 
Weasley’s approval, a deep 
laugh, and a full heart comes 
to a close.

�ankfully, we are able to 
take a look back and truly 
appreciate the gift this
anniversary reunion has been.

I leave you with a little 
spin on a famous Potter line 
because it feels strange to see 
the end doesn’t it? �ough it’s 
not the end, not really.

Back to the wizarding world once more
Reagan Smith

Multimedia Staff

Spiderman movie lives up to hype

Spider-man No Way 
Home did not disappoint. 
�e �lm perfectly captures 
three generations of Marvel 
�lmmaking.

�e cinematography 
of the movie is some of 
the best seen so far in the 
MCU.

Tom Holland puts on 
an incredible performance, 
taking his role as Peter 
Parker to the next level. 
�e multitude of cameos 
featured throughout o�er a 
sense of nostalgia for long 
time Marvel fans.

�e reprisal of Toby
Maguire and Andrew 

Gar�elds’s versions of Spi-
der-man create an amazing 
viewing experience in the 
theater, and the audible 
gasps and shouts from the 
audience always take the 
atmosphere to the next level.

Williem Dafoe’s appear-
ance as Green Goblin was 
outstanding. �e run time 
of the �lm is over two and 
a half hours, however the 
time passes by in a blink of 

an eye as you are drawn into 
the plot.

�e ending does a great 
job of leaving viewers feeling 
on edge, excitingly awaiting 
what’s next in store for Peter 
Parker.

Spider-Man No Way 
Home is emotional, capti-
vating, and a once in a life-
time cinematic experience. 
A solid 10/10.

Sarah Johnson
Managing Editor
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When you think of music, 
what artists do you think of? 
Queen, Kanye West, Michael 
Jackson, Whitney Houston, 
Taylor Swift?

� ere are tons of talented and 
very famous artists that span 
across the decades, coveted by all 
from di� erent generations.

Here at GRC, students love 
loads of di� erent songs from 
di� erent decades.

A poll of GRC students 
showed countless di� erent musi-
cal preferences.

From the 70s to now,
students have found themselves 
in love with numerous di� erent 
decades of music. Here are some 
of GRC’s favorite decades
of music and their favorite art-
ists from that decade.

THE 1970S

� e 70s was a 
decade highlighted 
by disco, funk, 
and smooth jazz.

� is decade also 
featured the rise of 
rock, with punk rock � ourishing 
during this time. From 1970 to 
1979, lots of
di� erent artists played and 
gained popularity.

“My parents listened to the 
70s music when I was growing 
up.” Cooper Varner explained 
when asked why the 1970s was 
his favorite decade.

Varner and others liked 
the 70s for the music and the 
artists. Varner’s favorite band is 
“George Street. � at’s all I’ve 

ever listened to.”
� e 1970s is a decade that is 

loved by many, and it is � lled 
with many musical talents for all 
to listen to.

Other artists such as Stevie 
Wonder, Led Zeppelin, 
Elton John, Pink Floyd, 
� e Rolling Stones, 
Eagles, Marvin Gaye, 
Queen, and
others dominated the 
70s musical landscape.

“Pink Floyd was at 
their peak and that’s my 
favorite band,” Gideon 
Wilson said. “I love the instru-
mentals a ton; symbolism in the 
lyrics, it’s also really good. Yeah, 
you can zone out to it.” 

THE 1990S

� is decade was � lled with 
new pop culture events, like the 

rise of Friends, 
Seinfeld, and 
the invention 
of the Internet. 
You also had 
lots of new 
albums from 
many di� erent 
artists, with 

rock music taking over this 
decade.

� e 90s featured di� erent 
artists that GRC students came 
to know and love. Artists like 
Nirvana, Metallica, 2Pac, Red 
Hot Chili Peppers, Backstreet 
Boys, Mariah Carey, Pearl Jam, 
and others became popular in 
the 90s. 

“� e 90s is really when-
ever punk really got started, 
and that’s actually my favorite 

genre of music,” Emily Miracle 
explained. She also said her 
favorite artist of the 90s would 
be “Penny Wise. I just really like 
the guitar, the drums, just really 
everything about it. It’s like one 

of the most 
iconic punk 
artists of that 
decade.”

Gloria Hill 
adds about the 
90s: “� ere 
was a whole lot 
of story rap, 
a lot of deals 

coming out about artists talking 
about the struggles they had 
growing up.”

Many people also had a 
imilar favorite artist, 2Pac. “He’s 
like a creative rap. He is like a 
founding father to me personal-
ly,” Hill explained.

“� at’s what I grew up on 
and what I like,” responded Trey
Caudill on why the 1990s is his 
favorite decade of music. “2Pac 
said some real stu�  about life, 
and he just examples everything 
that people should think about.”

� e 1990s was nothing short 
of greatness for many, and many 
artists highlighted the 1990s 
to help make it such a great 
decade.

THE 2000S

� e turn of the century 
brought about a turn for lots 
of society. � e invention of 
the smartphone, video games 
became even more popular, the 
start of social media, and much 
else.

Hip hop, alternative rock, 

and others dominated the 
music industry in the 2000s. 
� is decade had its fair share of 
famous artists as well. Eminem, 
Kayne West, Jay Z, Beyonce, 
Coldplay, Usher, and numerous 
others took over the global stage 
of music.

“Eminem was big time 
during that decade.”  Dylan 
Grogan said. Eminem was the 
main reason why Dylan loves 
this decade of music so much. 
“He sings about his struggles 
and he’s just real with his
music,” he explained.

Logan Taylor found the 
2000s his favorite because of its 
originality. “It has substance, 
unlike new rap,” he said. 

Eion Boggs found Lil Wayne 
to be his favorite artist. “� is is 
the dude I grew up listening to 
a lot,” he said. Eion explained 
how he kept listening to him as 
he got older, and 
how he’s just been 
a part of his life.

� e 2000s was 
a special decade 
for many at GRC, 
with many artists 
and genres of 
music being the 
factor for this 
decade’s popularity.

THE 2010S

� e 2010s brought about 
lots of changes, such as the 
invention of the iPad, the rise 
of smartphones, drones, smart-
watches, virtual reality, and
tons of other technological 
inventions.

� is decade was headlined 

with hip hop, rap, trap music, 
rock, and pop songs. Drake, 
Taylor Swift, Bruno Mars, Ed 
Sheeran, Katy Perry, Ariana 
Grande, Jay-Z, DJ Khalid, One 
Direction, Maroon 5, Lady 
Gaga, and others all controlled 
this decade.

“I just grew up around it
really,” Dillon Brand stated 
about why the 2010s is his 
favorite decade of music. “EST 
Gee is from Louisville and I can 
just kinda relate to his music.”

Lauren Woodring � nds the 
2010s her favorite for several 
reasons. “It’s just that certain 
songs sound better to me, and
it also discusses more serious 
topics that I can relate to,” she 
said.

One artist Lauren was able to 
relate to was Mitski “because she 
also makes a lot of music that 
can relate to not only certain 

communities, but it 
can also help release 
some stress for me.” 

Music comes in 
di� erent genres and 
forms. Music is what 
all at GRC have 
in common. � e 
di� erent decades of 
songs and artists are 

all enjoyed by students all over 
the school.

Countless students have loads 
of musical preferences and many 
reasons for their interests.

� e di� erent favorite songs 
and artists at GRC show the 
unique diversity of our students 
and school.

Which decade has the best music?

was a whole lot 

featured the rise of 

You also had 
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The biggest night of music is

approaching, and I can’t just sit idly
by and not offer an opinion. 

Considering the year everyone has 
had, the music has been extraordinary. 
Full of comebacks and debuts, it has 
been pretty sweet (and sometimes sour 
in a good way). 

Lets review who deserves to win a 
Grammy. Note: This is not who I think 
will win, but SHOULD win.

Obviously, my small opinion doesn’t 
mean much to the Grammys. Still, any 
avid music listener is reasonably qualified 
to write this. Read with
caution: these opinions might be
pretty controversial. 

Record of the Year:
Leave the Door Open- Silk Sonic

It is confusing why it’s necessary to 
have a record of the year AND song of 
the year. 

However, the difference between 
record of the year and song of the year 
is you have to have written the song you 
perform to be nominated for song of 
the year. The record of the year can be 
written by someone else and be the song 
of the year. 

Leave the Door Open is a perfect
contender for the Record of the Year 
award. The song is performed by Silk 
Sonic, the duo of Bruno Mars and
Anderson Paak, and I am so glad to
hear Bruno Mars again. 

The music makes me want to float 
on a golden cloud. Ain’t nothing like 
a comeback, especially from one of the 
best male artists of our generation. 

Album of the Year:
Evermore- Taylor Swift

Telling you it took me hours to
decide who should win Album of the 
Year is an understatement. It took al-
most a day to decide. 

I listened to parts of each nomination 
and ultimately landed on this
monument of an album. Somehow 
Taylor Swift has released another mas-
terpiece. Or should we refer to it as a 
graphic novel? 

Evermore was made to be an
extension of Folklore and is still one of 
the strongest on the list. The story lines 
are so intricate and beautifully crafted. 
This is why no body, no crime is un-
doubtedly the best track on the album 
(you can never go wrong with a HAIM 
feature.) 

Song of the Year:
Driver’s License- Olivia Rodrigo 

How can a song reach the most 
streams in a single week, and not
automatically take home the prize? 
On top of that, it’s her debut song.

Drivers License IS the song of the year, 
figuratively and literally. Olivia Rodrigo 
described a rare yet somehow univer-
sal heartbreak. There’s something so 
exhilarating about screaming “ red lights, 
stop signs” while at a red light. And 
luckily for me, I got my driver’s license a 
week after the song debuted, so I have a 
special connection to it. 

We can all agree that the Song of the 
Year is one by a super talented teen who 
just got her driver’s license last week. 

Best New Artist: 
Olivia Rodrigo
You’re probably tired of hearing about 
Miss Olivia, yet how can we stop talking 
about her? I would like to hear another 
argument about someone who should 
win this award over her. 

Her fabulous debut album, Sour, was 
number one on the Billboard charts for 
five weeks. Which, may I add, is the 
longest-reigning number-one album by a 
female artist in 2021. 

Each song is different yet comes 
together to make one heck of an album. 
Her live performances at Saturday Night 
Live and iHeartRadio Music Festival 
have shown what a powerhouse of a new 
artist she is and what greatness is yet to 
come.  

Best Pop Solo Performance:
Positions- Ariana Grande

I simply could not choose these
without giving Ariana Grande at least 
one. Ariana has been snubbed (in my 
opinion) plenty of times before at the 
Grammys. She is up against Olivia
Rodrigo, a big contender to sweep
this year.

However, if we are looking at the best 
pop performance, Positions takes the 
cake. 

Ariana Grande defined the current 
pop industry. And with this song and 
album, she has brought a new R&B 
sound. It reminds me of the 90s, which 
is an excellent sense of nostalgia. This 
song deserves this award, hands down. 

Grammys that SHOULD
be awarded

Ella Cooper
Arts & Entertainment Editor

SHOULD
be awarded

Arts & Entertainment Editor
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Sleep is something that many 
people can unknowingly take for 
granted. 

Having access to a bed can 
be a luxury that people in our 
community don’t have. 

Five GRC sophomores
recognized this, and have
combated it by putting in hours 
of work to help kids get a good 
night’s sleep by organizing and 
delivering beds to Clark County 
students who don’t have them.

“Joby’s mom went on a trip 
to Guatemala and saw a need 
for beds there, and the e�ects 
of poverty on people,” explains 
Ryan Jackson on the inspira-
tion for their organization. “We 
realized it was a localized issue 
too, and we ended up being in 
a position in this group called 
STLP which focuses on
community service and we took 
it in stride and rolled with it.” 

Starting three years ago,
the Bed Heads seized the
opportunity to make their 
group’s project about providing 
bedding for kids without it. 

�is includes mattresses, 
comforters, bed frames, box 
springs, mattress protectors, and 
pillows. 

“It’s important to do this
because it’s good for people,” 
says Calvin Roach. “We’ve 
studied a bit and it shows people 
have better moods and school 
focus when they have better 
sleep and a bed to sleep on. It’s 
also really cool for them, and 
for us to see, showing them 
that they are worth the e�ort of 
buying and delivering a bed to 
their house.”

Community service is
always rewarding for volunteers, 
seeing how their work impacts 
others. �is philosophy heavily 
applies to the Bed Heads, as 
they get to deliver the beds
and see �rsthand how they help 

people. 
 “�e �rst house we went 

to was in the worst condition,” 
shares Clay Turley. “�ere was 
one living area and the woman 
living there told us all �ve of 
them were sleeping on the same 
couch. �ey had a few rooms 
with nothing in them because 
they couldn’t a�ord anything. 
Seeing their faces when we 
brought the beds in and seeing 
how much these beds would 
change their lives makes me
not take anything I have for 
granted. I’m so thankful I can be 
a part of this.”

�e Bed Heads have had lots 
opportunities in their years of 
service. 

�ey’ve been on WKYT, and 

will soon be featured on Christ 
In Youth’s (CIY) “Kingdom 
Worker” videos, which will be 
played throughout various
locations in America during 
large youth conferences.

With opportunities growing, 
so are the Bed Heads’ plans. 

“Our future plans for this 
project are to grow all our social 
media accounts and we plan to 
be interviewed by the Kingdom 
Worker group, which will really 
get the background of what we 
do, what we’re a part of, and 
what we already have done for 
kids and we just hope to spread 
our in�uence as far as we can 
and anywhere that we can,” 
explains Joby Mitmesser. “We 
want lots of people to know that 

they can be involved and help 
us raise our goal to get as many 
beds as possible to kids who 
don’t have them.”

As the Bed Heads continue 
to work within the community, 
donations are needed and
appreciated. 

If you want to contribute,  
you can write a check to CC’s 
Closet to help them with their 
cause. 

You can also follow their 
Instagram, @bedheads_ky for 
updates as their organization 
grows. 

Christian Ison emphasizes
the need for these donations.

“Nothing we do can be done 
without the community,” Ison 
says. “�anks to them we’re able 
to do what we do, so without 
everyone our operation would 
be impossible. We’re always 
incredibly grateful for anyone 
willing to help us out.”

GRC’s own ‘bed heads’ make impact in community 

Ryan Jackson, Clay Turley, Joby Mitmesser, Christian Ison, and Calvin Roach
Photo by Daniel Graves

The Bed Heads make a delivery.
Photo Submitted

  “We want lots of people to know that they can be 
involved and help us raise our goal to get as many 

beds as possible to kids who don’t have them.”
-Joby Mitmesser



Counseling secretary by day, seamstress by night
Sara clark

Features editor

Suit not �t? Dress too long? Can’t 
�nd anyone to alter your last-minute 
dance attire?

�e answer is right here at GRC. 
Jane Greeman, GRC’s counseling 
secretary, has been in the seamstress 
business for many years. 

“I started sewing for the people 
in my high school – my teachers, 
and others,” Greeman says. “I made 
a whole lot of maternity tops and 
hemmed a lot of pants.”

Many role models later, Greeman 
pursues her early-learned career as a 
seamstress. She was inspired by her 
dad, but a few others fell behind him. 

“My dad started me sewing because 
he was from the mountains, and his 
mom taught all of her children to 
sew,” says Greeman. “I also had a 
good teacher in high school who
really helped me learn to sew.”

Greeman de�nitely has the

education needed to be a seamstress. 
It took a while to get there but she 
stayed with it and loves her side
business. 

“I did four years of home economics
in high school, and I graduated from 
the University of Kentucky with a 
degree in textiles and merchandising,” 
says Greeman. “I had to take a lot of 
sewing classes to achieve this degree.” 

Greeman has altered cheerleading 
out�ts as well as repaired football 
and basketball uniforms. Most of her 
work has been for GRC, but she has 
also helped middle school and civitan 
teams. “I enjoy helping young
people,” she says. 

Greeman normally starts altering 
prom dresses in February, but as the 
dance approaches and people shop 
late, she gets very busy. 

“One prom season I altered 76 
dresses,” says Greeman, “After that I 
said we’re not gonna do that again.”

Greeman does a lot of wedding 

gowns and bridesmaid dresses, which 
led to a great opportunity. Miss Priss 
in Lexington has also taken the
initiative to share Greeman’s business 
card with all of their customers for 
their altering needs. 

“I have met people from all over the 
place – Ohio, Tennessee, and Eastern 
Kentucky because of Miss Priss giving 
out my name,” says Greeman. 

Most may not know, but Greeman 
worked in a dress shop in downtown 
Winchester for 22 years. �e shop 
sold some prom dresses but many 
more wedding and bridesmaids 
dresses. Greeman altered many dresses 
working in this shop. 

“I went to the shop for appoint-
ments and pinned the dresses, but did 
all the work from home. It worked 
out great for me because I could work 
at home and be with my children 
while they were growing up,” says 
Greeman. 

Greeman enjoys her hobby of
sewing and altering but her favorite 

part is once the project is completed. 
“I always feel with sewing you can 

be a little creative and it’s nice to get 
something �nished and say it’s done,” 
says Greeman.

Ms. Greeman doubles as a 
seamstress and a counselor 

secretary.

Photo by sara Clark

Beta Club quali�es for nationals with state performance
Sara clark

Features editor

GRC’s Beta Club Chapter recently 
traveled to Louisville to compete in 
the state Beta Convention.

�e students quali�ed to compete 
at the national Beta  Convention in 
three categories.

“Beta Club represented GRC 
extremely well,” said club sponsor 
Amanda Mills. “�e students were 
able to interact and learn from other 
Betas in our state and see what other 
clubs in Kentucky are involved with.”

GRC took 15 students in person, 

and a few students competed
virtually. 

“�is was our �rst year going to 
convention in person and it was a 
great success,” Mills said. “I believe 
this was an enriching experience 

for our students and I 
cannot wait to see what 
they can do this July at 
Nationals in Nashville.”

�ere were many
opportunities for
students to get involved 
through convention 
such as academic tests, 
group and character 
performance, and many 

visual art activities. 
Freshman Mallory Jones �nished 

3rd overall in the science academic 
test, and GRC placed 4th overall in 
the group talent performance, and 

3rd in the club trading pin design. 
“It was an incredible experience 

getting to learn from other people 
from di�erent schools about what all 
their Beta clubs were doing and how 
they were making a di�erence in their
community,” said junior Emma 
Hackworth. “�ere were so many dif-
ferent events at Beta convention that 
were so cool to experience such as 
robotics, on-site art, living literature, 
and many more. Due to covid, it was 
many of our �rst times competing at 
the state convention, so it de�nitely 
prepared us for what to expect going 
into nationals.”



Co-op o�ers workplace experience for students
CAMPPBELL TAYLOR
FEATURES EDITOR

�e bell rings, you rush to 
your car and speed out of the 
parking lot, hoping you get 
to work on time.

�is experience is common 
for most students who work 
after school jobs, but the
co-op program at GRC 
alleviates some of that stress 
tremendously. 

Co-op is an opportunity 
that allows students to leave 
school early to go work at a 
job related to their pathway.

Currently, those eligible are 
seniors who are in the fourth 
class of a pathway but the
administration is in the
process of looking for
changes they could possibly 
make for next year. 

“Co-op provides a direct 

relationship between work 
and the classroom, while 
allowing the student to learn 
what their related career �eld 
is all about,” said Principal 
Jamie Keene.

�e stress of both school 
and a job can be overwhelm-
ing for some students and 
co-op allows them to �nd a 
balance that lets them get the 
desired hours at work while 
still completing their school 
work.

“Co-op allows me to 
balance work and school in a 
healthy way,” said senior
Taylor Pendergraft. Taylor 
works at River Hill Ranch, 
a ranch that provides after 
school care that teaches
children the ins and outs of 
farm work. 

Not only does co-op 
provide an opportunity for 

students to develop a healthy 
work ethic it also allows them 
to gain experience in their 
desired career �eld. 

“I’m planning on going 
to college for elementary 
education and this gives me 
�rst hand experience working 
with kids who are anywhere 
from 5 to 14 years old,” said 
Taylor. 

�e main co-op opportu-
nities are through the
agriculture pathway and 
Project Lead the Way, as well 
as the Health Science and 
Biomedical pathways.

Students can participate 
in a variety of jobs related 
to their pathway, and if they 
are previously employed they 
have the chance to do co-op 
for their current job as well

�ese jobs create lasting 
bene�ts that help students 

during and after their high 
school career.

“�e opportunity increases 
their potential to advance in 
that career and while improv-
ing their employability,” said 
Keene. 

Wherever students go after 

high school whether it’s to 
continue their education or 
straight to the workforce, the 
co-op opportunity provides 
them with knowledge and 
skills that will stay with them 
throughout the years to 
come.

HALLEE CECIL
MULTIMEDIA STAFF

Our GRC Health Occu-
pations Students of America 
organization always has unique 
and fun community service 
projects. Most recently they all 
got together and hand sewed 
baby hats for newborns in the 
hospital. �e students, parents, 
and nurses in the labor and 
delivery unit had so much fun 
with this activity. 

HOSA is a student-led orga-
nization. O�cers and members 
of the club come up with all of 
the community service projects 
and activities on their own. 

Students Ella Martin and Emily 
Schooler thought of this project, 
put their minds to it, and made 
it happen. 

“I was shadowing in the 
labor and delivery unit when I 
thought of how fun it would be 
to make cute hats for all of the 
babies,” says Ella, HOSA Public 
Relations o�cer. “I talked to 
Emily about it and she thought 
it was a great idea so we started
brainstorming and made it 
work.”

Students got together at 
the 4-H o�ce to sew the hats. 
Some of the students had never 
sewn before and this was a great 
learning experience for many of 

them. �ey had many di�erent 
patterns and colors and ended 
up sewing 35 hats. �ey were 
absolutely adorable and all of 
the students had so much fun 
making them.

“I was so proud of all of my 
students who got together to 
make this project happen,” says 
HOSA Advisor Lauren Harney. 
“�is was a big project to take 
on but they were determined to 
get it done and they succeeded 
incredibly.”

�e students donated the 
hats, which all of the labor 
and delivery team loved them.

“We love GRC HOSA and 
can’t wait to see what great idea 

they come up with next,” says 
Sara Steinmann Director of 
Women and Babies at Clark 
Regional.

�is project was a great suc-
cess and really shows how much 
impact students can have on 
their community.

As part of the Co-op program, Taylor Pendergraft 
works with a daycare student at the River Hill

Ranch Farm in Madison County. 

HOSA students made & delivered baby hats to 
newborns at Clark Regional Medical Center

HOSA makes hats for newborns



Zach Ross: Baking goodness one �avor at a time
Sara Clark

Features Editor 

Snickerdoodle, pumpkin, gin-
gerbread, or peppermint mocha. 
Any �avor that you want, high 
school sophomore Zach Ross 
has you covered.

Zach began the initiative 
to start his business, Clearly 
Cupcakes, two years ago with 
a set goal in mind. Zach knew 
he loved baking, so this was the 
perfect business �t for him. 

 “I wanted to do something 
that could help me earn a little 
bit of money without getting a 
standard job,” says Zach. 

 A lot of thought goes into 
growing a business, but the 
whole process gives new
entrepreneurs the chance to 
explore and gain knowledge. 

 “�ere’s a lot more that goes 
into running and creating your 
own business than you may

initially think,” says Zach. “I 
had to come up with prices, 
�avors, ingredient costs, a logo 
and then I had to factor in the 
organization so I could keep 
track of the most popular �avors 
and pro�t growth.” 

 Zach advertises through 
Facebook and Instagram, as well 
as through word of mouth. In 
the past year, Zach has not only 
baked many cupcakes, but also 
cookies and brownies. 

 “�is past year, I baked 400 
cupcakes along with three dozen 
cookies and brownies, and sold 
out of everything,” says Zach. 

 Zach advertises a cupcake 
sampler pack to allow people to 
try a few di�erent kinds at once. 
�is ensures customers can �nd 
the perfect �avor before ordering 
a set �avor for a function. 

 “I have made a large variety 
of �avors from cherry limeade to 
pina colada, mocha, and caramel 

apple pie,” says Zach. 
 Also involved in Student 

Council, Zach was asked to 
make PB&J cupcakes for a 
recent council potluck. 

“�ey were a huge success, 
which actually shocked me,” 
says Zach. “Mr. Williamson 
gave them to some teachers in 

neighboring classrooms and I 
brought the leftovers to my next 
class where someone ate three of 
them.”

 Zach claims that he doesn’t 
eat many cupcakes, but says if he 
had to choose a favorite �avor it 
would be the pumpkin �avored. 

 “�ey’re a generic fall �avor 
but I love the taste and the tex-
ture of them,” says Zach.
“Besides, you can never go 
wrong with cream cheese 
rosting.”

 Zach enjoys making the 
cupcakes with new �avor trials, 
recipes, and decorations that he 
can sell to local customers. 

“It’s been fun because I get to 
come up with new and creative 
�avors and decorations to sell 
to friends and other customers. 
I like seeing people enjoy the 
desserts I make,” says Zach. 

 Zach bakes for many events, 
or sometimes just for personal 

indulgence. 
“I make them for Christmas 

parties, birthday parties, voice 
recitals, and potlucks. Whenever 
I get bored, I bake,” says Zach. 
“I like that organization because 
it’s hard for me to stay organized 
a lot of the time.”

Zach enjoys baking a
variety of desserts, all inspired
by his cupcake business. “I like 
to make cupcakes, cookies,
brownies, and even full-sized 
cakes,” he says. “It’s a great way 
to escape and you have to follow 
a strict plan, so nothing messes 
up.”

Ross with his best selling 
snickerdoodle cupcakes.

Photo by Sara Clark

Andi Rector: ALL INvolved at GRC
Warren harris
Online Editor

Four years at GRC, four 
demanding aspects of her career. 
Andi Rector – U.S. History 
teacher, Yearbook sponsor, 
Senior Advisory sponsor, and 
Dance team coach – knows 
work all too well. 

Outside of her work at GRC, 
she works more. 

While she enjoys her time 
as a carry-out server at Drake’s 
in Lexington, she also babysits. 
And on the rare occasion that 
she has down time, she likes to 
spend time with her friends, 
niece and nephew, or her dog. 

Rector is no doubt heavily 

involved at GRC, and she enjoys 
wearing all of the hats that she 
wears here. 

When it came to coaching the 
dance team with assistant coach 
Ms. Fuller, Rector knew when 
she began teaching that she 
wanted to be a part of it. 

 “Dance has always been a 
passion of mine,” says Rector. “I 
wanted to give back to the arts 
in some fashion. I love getting to 
watch the girls express them-
selves and have fun doing what 
I’ve always loved doing.” 

When Rector is not teaching 
History, working at Drake’s, or 
coaching the Dance Team, you 
can �nd her advising

the production of GRC’s
Yearbook.

“I love creating memories
from all of the things we do 
throughout the year that we 
don’t even realize will be
memories in the long run, and 
then taking those memories and 
putting them into a yearbook 
that the whole school gets to 
keep forever,” she says.

On top of her already busy 
schedule, Rector also helps lead 
Senior Advisory.

“I’ve always loved mentoring 
and helping seniors move on 
to the next phase in their lives, 
and help them to make big life 
choices,” she says. “�at’s a

really special time getting those 
last few moments with the se-
niors that I’ve taught.”

Rector enjoys getting to be a 
part of graduation and see how 
seniors have grown in their four 
years of high school.

“I’m probably going to cry at 
graduation,” she jokes.

With so much on her plate, 
Rector �nds it easy to stay 
involved. “I love being involved. 
I’ve always wanted to be part of 
something that is bigger than 
myself, and if I can help one kid 
or a few kids on their way, I’ve 
done my job.”

With any job comes a goal to 
strive for. 

For Rector, that goal is, “just 
being involved, and being avail-
able so that kids know that I’m 
here for them.”

Ms. Rector makes a
difference at GRC.

Photo by Sara Clark



What is the point of school without a little fashion show? And I’m 
not just talking about students. It’s no secret our teachers here at 
GRC have amazing style. I have picked a few teachers who have 

had some of my favorite looks throughout my years at GRC. Here 
are some of your GRC teachers who are the best dressed!

Ms. Moon: Ms Moon has 
the most perfect boho chic 
style. She knows exactly 
what pieces to pair with 
each other. She is a layering 
genius! I love all of her midi 
skirts and graphic tees.
Even whenever she’s in 
comfy clothes she still looks 
amazing! Mrs Moon, please 
teach me your ways.

Mrs. Mudd-Gash: Sweet 
and sophisticated! Mrs Gash 
always has an adorable out�t 
everyday of the week. She 
has a way of making a simple 
sweater look like so much 
more. She has the perfect 
accessories for every �t and 
she always looks great!

Mrs. Ferguson: Mrs Fergu-
son has the perfect hipster-esk 
out�ts. She has the cutest 
pieces and never fails to look 
amazing. She takes pieces
you wouldn’t expect to see
together and makes them 
look fantastic! She is literally 
the cutest person I’ve ever met.

Mr. Sizemore: If you �nd 
something that works, stick 
with it. �e button up, khakis, 
and Chuck Taylors combo has 
worked for Mr Sizemore forever. 
It gives o� a most professional 
vibe but the Chucks add the 
“cool teacher” vibe. We all love a 
good class period with Sizemore 
and I’m almost positive the key 
to that is the converse. Sizemore, 
keep doing what you’re doing!

Mr. Keene: Our principal is 
always dressed to impress! Mr. 
Keene is always ready for some 
fun but his attire at school is 
always business ready. His �ts 
changed with his position. He 
went from GRC athletic sweat 
suits to actual suits and I’m
living for this upgrade.

Mr. Foudray: Foudray’s out�ts are 
always SUPER! His collection of 
superhero tees always makes for 
a super unique �t. Mr. Foudray 
is always ready for a good time in 
the classroom and the superhero 
graphic tees make for an incredibly 
fun environment. Are we sure he 
isn’t a superhero himself? I would 
not be surprised.

Compiled by Hallee Cecil



Logan Banks, 11th: “Make 
bank. Work harder. Go for 
it.”
Alex Phillips, 9th: “I want to 
get good grades.”
Lindsay Bandedo, 11th: “Be 
built like LeanBeefPatty on 
Tiktok.”
Carrington Co� ey, 11th: “I 
hope to have a good gymnas-
tics competition season and 
work harder to get an A in 
my AP classes.”
Braden � ompson, 11th: 
“� is year I want to play in 
all of the games this football 
season, and decide where I 
want to go to college.”
Maddie Means, 9th: “Pass 
all of my classes in school and 

also get another job.”
Kaitlyn Ackerman, 9th: “My 
goal for the upcoming year 
is getting good grades for my 
freshman year, for my family 
to be happy, and my life to be 
amazing.”
Eduardo Duarte da Cunha, 
9th:  “� is year was very 
good and productive, I made 
several friends and I intend 
that the next year be as good 
as this one.”
Elijah Samuels, 9th: “Have 
more school spirit.”
PK Vogel, 10th: “My goal 
is to score the most goals for 
soccer for GRC in a season 
next year.”

Joby Mitmesser, 10th: “I 
want to grow my relationship 
with God. I hope to stay � t 
with soccer and go to the 
gym to play a great season 
of soccer with GRC. I hope 
to � nish out my school year 
with all good grades.”
Harrison Culton, 9th:
“Make friends, have fun.”
Madelyn Goeing, 10th: “My 
New Year’s resolution is to 
work more on myself and 
be a better person. I want to 
start being healthier and be 
more kind!”
Anabelle Lucas, 9th: “My 
New Year’s resolution is to 
be more productive over the 
weekends and hang out with 

more people.”
Hayden Cecil, 11th: “My 
New Year’s resolution is to � x 
my posture.”
Riley Williams, 11th: “My 
goal for next year is to make 
an international weight-
lifting team. I’ve competed 
internationally before, so it 
shouldn’t be too hard. #Stay-
On� eGrind”
Clay Gough, 10th: “Just 
to have a good successful 
season in baseball, and to 
stay healthy throughout the 
season.”
Sarah James, 12th: “During 
2022 I want to travel a lot, 
keep my friends close, & 
make some memories before 

and during college!”
Jordan � ompson, 10th: 
“One New Year’s resolution 
is to spend more time with 
friends and family. Another 
New Year’s resolution is to 
focus more on volleyball.”
James Bowman, 11th: “� is 
year I aspire to be appreciative 
and thankful for the people in 
my life. Also I have set a goal 
for myself to continue to put 
my best e� ort forward in my 
sports and academics.”
Lucas Kiser, 12th: “I just 
want to be more involved in 
church and make a few bigger 
steps toward getting my busi-
ness started.”

Students looking forward to 2022 with refreshing resolutions

Can you draw a cardinal in 30 second
Students and teachers were given the challenging task of drawing their best cardinal in only 
30 seconds. Take a look at their attempts.30 seconds. Take a look at their attempts.

Can you draw a cardinal in 30 second
Students and teachers were given the challenging task of drawing their best cardinal in only 

Emma Burns, 12th

Joby Mitmesser, 10th

Karen Yang, 12th

Marisol Lopez, 11th

Landon Runyon, 9th

Claire Martin, 11th

Josh Muse, 9th

Josie Puckett, 10th

Ms. Clevenger, Teacher

Zander Hatton, 11th

Lawrence Brooks, 9thLawrence Brooks, 9thLawrence Brooks, 9th

Lyndsay Howard, 12th

Kylie Hensley, 10thKylie Hensley, 10th

Emily DeBord, 10thEmily DeBord, 10th

Izzie Smith, 11th

Compiled By 
Daniel Graves & Ruthie Houston



Sophomore striker leads bowling team
Meredith Fryman has

been bowling since she 
can remember. As a �rst-
year GRC student, she has 
brought striking talent and 
e�ort to the team. 

Smoke Signals’ Ellie
Mitmesser asked Meredith 
some questions about the 
bowling season. We
appreciate her taking
the time to speak with us.

How many people are on 
the bowling team? 
A: �ere are 4 girls and then 
I would say there are about 
10-12 boys. My teammates 
are all from di�erent classes.

How do matches work?
A: We all bowl in di�erent 
lanes. We bowl regular games 
and then from there the top 
5 bowl a baker, which means 
one person bowls 2 frames. 
�e �rst person bowls frames 
1 and 6, then the second per-

son 2 and 7, then so on.
I bowl the 5th and 10th 
which is called the anchor. 
�e highest scoring bowler 
bowls there. It all comes 
down to them and it’s very 
nerve racking, but fun.

How do you prepare for 
matches?
A: We try to practice 2 times 
a week – once in the bowling 

alley and once in the �eld 
house. I go bowling almost 
every day by myself. I like to 
go to Mt. Sterling Lanes or 
Southland Lanes whenever 
I’m trying out a new ball.

How has your season 
gone so far?
A: It’s very di�cult
coming from Bourbon
County, region 7 to region 8. 

�e change is frustrating, but 
I’m so proud of my team
because we have improved a 
lot. My addition to the team 
has helped me to have more 
fun and has helped others 
with their bowling. While
I try to help out the team, 
our coach does a great job
of encouraging and
motivating us.

Is it possible to get a
college scholarship?
A: Yeah. �ere are so many 
out there and I am looking
at the ones in Kentucky,
like Morehead and
Midway. �ere aren’t many 
D-1 schools that o�er it. It’s 
mostly smaller schools.

Who inspired you to start 
bowling?
A: My grandfather used to 
bowl and he raised my dad to 
be a bowler. It just keeps
going with me. My mindset 

is to keep going because I’m 
the only Fryman out there 
who is still doing it. I’m 
honored to still be carrying 
it. It also makes me proud to 
know that I’m making my 
family proud by bowling.

What is your favorite 
thing about being on the 
team?
A: Honestly, I like meeting 
other people from other 
schools at tournaments. I 
love seeing how di�erent 
people bowl and how rowdy 
people get.

How has being on the 
team impacted you?
A: Just being around people 
who love bowling as much as 
I do makes me not feel alone. 
When I found out other 
people did it, it made me feel 
happy and better as a player.

Campbell Taylor

Features Editor

�e GRC bass �shing team 
heads into the spring season 
hopeful and determined after 
many great tournaments last 
fall.

�is year the bass team 
consists of 24 anglers, 12 of 
which are new to tournament 
�shing. 

“�e 2021-22 season for 
the GRC Bass Fishing team 
has been running smoothly 
with some good �nishes for 

a young team,” said Coach 
Billy Damron. 

Looking back on the 2021 
year, the GRC bass �shing 
team had two teams �nish in 
the top 20 in Angler of the 
Year point standings.

Also, GRC hosted a 
tournament, Casting with 
the Cards, which had an 
amazing turnout of over 140 
teams competing. �e team 
has been able to host four 
Casting with the Cards this 
school year and have another 

planned for March.
�e team is already setting 

goals for the upcoming spring 
tournaments.

“Our goal for the spring 
season is to qualify for the 
SAF National Championship 
on Pickwick Lake, AL, in 
June,” said Coach Damron. 

On top of that the team 
hopes to qualify for the 
KHSAA championship in 
May and the Kentucky Bass 
Nation State Championship. 
One team has already

quali�ed for the State
Championship which will 
take place June 4-5th at
Barren River lake.

Some of the important 
tournaments that are coming 
up are the SAF (Student 
Angler Federation) Champi-
onship on March 26, KBN 
Spring Series which begins 
March 12, and KHSAA
Regional taking place on 
April 30.

Although the GRC Bass 
Fishing team might be young, 

they have been having a great 
season and will only continue 
to excel in these upcoming 
tournaments.

Hook, line, and sinker: GRC Bass �shing team prepares for the spring season

Pro Alex Martin 

Zac Cuccinelli, 11th, aims for a strike.
Photo by Sofie Blair



Bryce Houchens
 Sports Writer 

Humans bodies are made 
up of 80 percent water,
therefore we are naturally 
�sh.

It only makes sense that 
the GRC swim team are
just as fast as little �shies
swimming through the
water. 

�e swim team has had 
a very successful start to the 
season. Both the boys and 
girls team beat Bourbon 
County, with the girls
winning 91-63 and the
boys winning 73-25. 

�e girls team is led by 
Libby Taylor and Grace 
Owens, and the boys team 

by Carter Gibson and Ben 
Keely, all with multiple �rst 
place �nishes. 

�is team is extremely 
young both on the girls and 
boys sides. �ey have a ton of 
young talent that with time 
and good coaching could be 
some of the best swimmers in 
the state. 

�e team has some great 
goals for the season, includ-
ing qualifying as many swim-
mers and relays as possible for 
regionals and state.

“It’s so refreshing to see 
some of the middle schoolers 
and young high school swim-
mers come into the sport and 
give it their all,” said junior 
Riley Williams.

To see the team come 

together and put in the work 
to get better is what separates 
the good programs from the 
great programs. 

Swim works more as an 
individual sport, but there 
is also a team aspect to it as 
well. Each player swims for 
himself/herself in hopes to 
beat all the other individual 
players, as well as beat their 
own previous times. 

�en at the end of each 
meet all the di�erent players’ 
times are added up from the 
di�erent heats and the team 
gets an overall score.

So you’re not only
competing for yourself, but 
you’re also competing for 
your team as well. 

�e Cardinal swim team 

will look to �nish the year 
strong with its last meet on 
the road at Transy versus 
Tates Creek and Fredrick 
Dougless. 

�is year may not be the 
year for them but the future 
is very bright for this young 
and very talented team. 

With the �rst season of 
GRC wrestling underway, the 
Cards are o� to a good start 
in a new era of GRC sports. 

“For a �rst year program 
we’re doing great,” says head 
coach Ethan Miller. “We’re 
sitting at a 4-7 dual meet
record, which is extremely 
good for a �rst-year program. 
We’ve had a ton of new
people show up and they 
all are eager and invested to 
learn.”

Building a program takes 
time and the investment of 

student athletes who are
willing to put in the
maximum e�orts.

According to Miller, the 
team’s majority are middle 
schoolers, which is fantastic 
because in years to come 
these athletes will be able to 
deepen the roots of wrestling 
in Clark County.

“I’ve learned quickly that 
my athletes are �ghters,” says 
Miller. “�e guys and girls 
on the team �ght for every 
match, every period and 
every point. Our technique 
and knowledge of the sport 
is developing quickly and 
it’s exciting to see this group 

grow as wrestlers.”
�e team has beaten a few 

good teams this year already 
in Madison Southern, West 
Carter, and East Jessamine. 
�e guys and girls won some 
tough matchups and pulled 
o� the wins as a team, which 
seems like a big aspect of 
Miller’s coaching. 

 �e team still has a lot of 
season left with individual 
and team duels stretching all 
the way until February.

GRC is hosting for the 
second year in a row the
KHSAA wrestling state 
championships Feb. 25-26 

and look to 
send a few 
athletes to the 
tournament 
themselves.

“Everyone 
is looking to 
make a run 
for state,” 
says Miller. 
“Wrestling is 
a crazy sport 
and crazy things can happen. 
I’ve seen �rst-year kids work 
like mad men and win a state 
title. Wrestling is one of those 
sports where you get out what 
you put in, so every single 
one of our athletes will be 

looking to make a run come 
February.”

Miller has shown GRC in 
a quick period of time that 
wrestling in Clark County is 
here to stay.

Wrestling: A new era of sports for GRC

Cardinal swimmers splash head �rst into season

Sophmore Ben Keeley works hard 
to finsh his race.

Photo by Ruthie Houston

Sawyer Broeking
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Going to sporting 
events and participating in 
student sections are both 
crucial for a teenager’s high 
school experience.

Having the opportunity 
to cheer on your school’s 
team is something every 
student should have. Free 
admission allows students 
to connect by celebrating 
school sports without
having to worry about 
paying for a ticket. 

Since Clark County Public
Schools decided to give students 
free admission, the turnouts at GRC 
games have been much larger.

Stands are packed with supporters, 
showing student athletes how much 
their school and community is
rooting for them. Students are
now more involved in school
sports than ever before. 

Coming up with the money for 
every single home game is di�  cult,
especially for teenagers.

Students no longer have to wait in 
ticket lines, no longer have to stress 
about not having enough money or 
being a few dollars short, and they 

don’t have to worry about losing their 
ticket if they exit the stadium/arena at 
any point. 

Another positive bene� t is the 
di� erence in the liveliness and energy 
in the student section. I’ve noticed 
students being much more involved 
in themes, chants, and the game itself 
ever since the free admission change. 
Since students no longer have to 
pay for a ticket, they now have extra 
money to purchase things for themes, 
signs, etc...

After seeing how easily everything 
was taken away due to the pandemic, 
students came back to school
intending to make this year an
unforgettable one.

Free admission has given us the 

chance to make up for the lack of 
games we students got to attend last 
year due to Covid. Being back in 
the atmosphere of sporting events 
has been exciting for many students. 
Hearing things like the traditional 
� ght song adds to this exciting
atmosphere that students love.

� e � ght song, traditionally played 
at games, brings liveliness into the 
student section.

Principal Keene’s new initiative to 
have students sing a rewritten GRC 
Fight Song will only add to the
excitement. Look for the rollout at 
the home Montgomery County game 
Jan. 28.

When players and students hear 
the � ght song, it gets them excited, 

encourages them
to cheer, and 
motivates athletes 
to play harder.

With a fun tune 
and catchy lyrics, 
it’s very easy for 
students to follow 
along with the � ght 
song. 

As long as
students have
transportation to 
the game, free
admission allows 
every student to 

come to support the Cards, no
matter what the circumstances are
concerning money.

Students have come together to 
make sure every student who wants
to go to a game, can do so. It’s
refreshing to see so many students 
o� ering to carpool, or � nd peers’ 
transportation to games. 

Ultimately, free admission and the 
new � ght song lyrics are bringing our 
students closer together.

With our new motto “ALL IN,” 
these changes have been a great way 
to in� uence students to be ALL IN by 
encouraging them to come to as many 
games as possible, show their support, 
and truly feel a part of GRC. 

Free admission, new � ght song lyrics boost school spirit 
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Hoops dominate at MLK Classic, honor local leader
GRC Hoops honored 
community servant
Mrs. Monnie Francis at 
the 2022 MLK Classic 
Jan. 15 with the MLK
Lifetime Achievement 
Award for her lifelong
pursuit of helping and 
serving others.

The girls rolled to a
74-53 victory over 13th 
Region favorite North 
Laurel in the fourth game 
of the day. Ciara Byars 
led scoring with 21 points, 
Brianna Byars added 16, 
and Tyra Flowers, 14.

-Photo by
Cameron Anderson



Carrie Stevens, 9
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